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Қазақстан Республикасы Ұлттық ғылым академиясы «ҚР ҰҒА Хабаршысы» ғылыми 
журналының Web of Science-тің жаңаланған нұсқасы Emerging Sources Citation Index-те 
индекстелуге қабылданғанын хабарлайды. Бұл индекстелу барысында Clarivate Analytics 
компаниясы журналды одан әрі the Science Citation Index Expanded, the Social Sciences 
Citation Index және the Arts & Humanities Citation Index-ке қабылдау мәселесін қарастыруда. 
Web of Science зерттеушілер, авторлар, баспашылар мен мекемелерге контент 
тереңдігі мен сапасын ұсынады. ҚР ҰҒА Хабаршысының Emerging Sources Citation Index-
ке енуі біздің қоғамдастық үшін ең өзекті және беделді мультидисциплинарлы контентке 
адалдығымызды білдіреді. 

НАН РК сообщает, что научный журнал «Вестник НАН РК» был принят для 
индексирования в Emerging Sources CitationIndex, обновленной версии Web of Science. 
Содержание в этом индексировании находится в стадии рассмотрения компанией 
Clarivate Analytics для дальнейшего принятия журнала в the Science Citation Index Expanded, 
the Social Sciences Citation Index и the Arts & Humanities Citation Index. Web of Science 
предлагает качество и глубину контента для исследователей, авторов, издателей и 
учреждений. Включение Вестника НАН РК в Emerging Sources Citation Index демонстрирует 
нашу приверженность к наиболее актуальному и влиятельному мультидисциплинарному 
контенту для нашего сообщества.

NAS RK is pleased to announce that Bulletin of NAS RK scientific journal has been accepted 
for indexing in the Emerging Sources Citation Index, a new edition of Web of Science. Content 
in this index is under consideration by Clarivate Analytics to be accepted in the Science Citation 
Index Expanded, the Social Sciences Citation Index, and the Arts & Humanities Citation Index. 
The quality and depth of content Web of Science offers to researchers, authors, publishers, and 
institutions sets it apart from other research databases. The inclusion of Bulletin of NAS RK in the 
Emerging Sources Citation Index demonstrates our dedication to providing the most relevant and 
influential multidiscipline content to our community.
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ON THE QUESTION OF THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE NAMES OF KIPCHAKS

Abstract. The fall of the Kimak khaganate contributed to the strengthening of the Kipchak tribes in the 
vast territory of the steppe belt from the Altai region in the east to the Carpathian Mountains in the west. The 
Turkic-speaking tribes were known by written sources of their neighbors under different names. Thus, in the 
Arab-Persian manuscripts, nomads appeared under the name of Kipchaks, whereas in the Russian chronicles 
they were called Polovtsians, and in Western Europe – Cumans.

This article offers a brief overview of the problems of the etymology of the names of Kipchaks. Research 
in this area has been conducted for quite a long time, which has contributed to the emergence of many 
theories. Several early theories were later rejected as untenable, while others, on the contrary, periodically 
come forward in professional circles. These theories focused on the interpretation of the meanings of the 
ethnonyms: “Kipchak”, “Cuman” and “Polovtsian”. A special attention in the Hungarian historiography is 
paid to the variant “Kun”. Hence, the issue of identifying the autochthonous name of the Kipchaks needs 
further research.

Initially, the researcher interpreted the etymology of the Kipchaks as “hunters, robbers” based on the 
name “Polovtsians”. In the future, the Kipchaks etymology transformed from hunters into “inhabitants of 
the plains”. Further research led to the appearance of other ideas: some scientists explained the etymology of 
Kipchaks based on the geographical principle others using zoomorphic concepts associated them with swans. 
Next, another theory interpreted thee ethnonym based on the concepts of “empty”, “unhappy”. There were 
also attempts to explain the variant “Kun” as a derivative of “xun/hun” meaning “oriental man”. Finally, there 
are hypothesis that consider that its meaning was “light” or “day”.

Nevertheless, most studies tend to agree with the idea that the etymology of the names of Kipchaks may 
be based on the color principle. Thus, Kipchak means: “pale, light yellow, yellowish, etc”. The search for the 
source of light colors has generated many ideas, most of which remain a subject for discussion.

Key words: Kipchak, Cuman, Kun, Polovtsian, endo-ethnonym, color concept.
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«ҚЫПШАҚ» АТАУЫНЫҢ ЭТИМОЛОГИЯСЫ ТУРАЛЫ МӘСЕЛЕГЕ

Аннотация. Қимақ қағанатының құлауы шығыста Алтайдан, батыста Карпат тауларына дейінгі 
дала белдеуінің кең аумағындағы қыпшақ тайпаларының күшеюіне ықпал етті. Түркітілдес тайпалар 
көршілерінің жазба көздері арқылы әртүрлі атауларымен танымал болды. Сонымен, араб-парсы 
қолжазбаларында көшпенділер қыпшақтардың атымен пайда болды, ал орыс шежірелерінде оларды 
половшылар, ал батыс Еуропада құмандар деп атады.

Бұл мақалада қыпшақ есімдерінің этимологиясының мәселелеріне қысқаша шолу жасалады. Бұл 
саладағы зерттеулер біраз уақыттан бері жүргізіліп келеді, көптеген теориялардың пайда болуына ықпал 
етті. Бірнеше алғашқы теориялар, кейінірек дәрменсіз деп қабылданбады, ал басқалары, керісінше, 
кәсіби ортада мерзімді түрде алға тартылды. Бұл теориялар «қыпшақ», «құман» және «половец» 



246

Bulletin the National academy of sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan

этнонимдердің мағынасын түсіндіруге бағытталған. Венгр тарихнамасында «кун» нұсқасына ерекше 
назар аударылады. Екінші жағынан, қыпшақтардың автохтонды атауын анықтау мәселесі қалып отыр.

Бастапқыда авторлар «половшылар» атауына сүйене отырып, қыпшақтардың этимологиясын 
«аңшылар, қарақшылар» деп түсінген. Кейіннен қыпшақтардың этимологиясы аңшылардан «жазық 
тұрғындарына» айналды. Зерттеулердің жалғасуы басқа идеялардың пайда болуына әкелді: бір 
ғалымдар қыпшақтардың этимологиясын географиялық принципті негізге ала отырып түсіндірді, 
басқалары зооморфтық ұғымдарды пайдалана отырып, оларды аққулармен байланыстырды. Керісінше, 
кейбір ғалымдар этнонимнің негізінде «бос», «бақытсыз» деген ұғымдар жатыр деп санаған. «Кun» 
нұсқасын «Шығыс адамы» мағынасы бар «xun/hun» туындысы ретінде түсіндіруге талпыныстар 
болды. Соңында, «жарық» немесе «күн» мағыналары бар нұсқалар белгілі болды.

Алайда, көптеген зерттеулер қыпшақ атауларының этимологиясы түс принципіне негізделуі мүмкін 
деген ойға сүйенеді. Осылайша, қыпшақ «бозғылт, ашық сары, сарғыш және т.б.» дегенді білдіреді. 
Ашық түстердің көзін табу көптеген идеяларды тудырды, олардың көпшілігі талқылау тақырыбы 
болып қала береді.

Түйінді  сөздер: қыпшақ, құман, кун, половшы, эндоэтноним, түс түсінігі.
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К ВОПРОСУ ОБ ЭТИМОЛОГИИ НАЗВАНИЙ КЫПЧАКОВ

Аннотация. Падение Кимакского каганата способствовало усилению кыпчакских племен 
на обширной территории степного пояса от Алтая на востоке, до Карпатских гор –  на западе. 
Тюркоязычные племена были известны по письменным источникам соседей под разными названиями. 
Так, в арабо-персидских манускриптах кочевники фигурировали под именем кипчаков, тогда как в 
русских летописях их называли половцами, а в Западной Европе – куманами. 

В данной статье предлагается краткий обзор проблем этимологии имен кипчаков. Исследования в 
этой области ведутся уже довольно давно, что способствовало появлению многих теорий. Несколько 
ранних теорий позже были отвергнуты как несостоятельные, в то время как другие, наоборот, 
периодически выдвигаются в профессиональных кругах. Эти теории были сосредоточены на 
интерпретации значений этнонимов: «кипчак», «куман» и «половец». Особое внимание в венгерской 
историографии уделяется варианту «кун». С другой стороны, остается проблема определения 
автохтонного имени кипчаков.

Первоначально авторы с опорой на название «половцы» понимали этимологию кыпчаков как 
«охотники, грабители». В дальнейшем этимология кипчаков трансформировалась из охотников 
в «жителей равнин». Продолжение исследований привело к появлению других идей: одни ученые 
объясняли этимологию кипчаков, основываясь на географическом принципе, другие, используя 
зооморфные понятия, связывали их с лебедями. Напротив, отдельные ученые полагали, что в основе 
этнонима лежат понятия: «пустой», «несчастный». Были и попытки объяснить вариант «kun», как 
производное от «xun/hun» со значением «восточный человек». Наконец, известны варианты со 
значением «светлый» или «день».

Тем не менее, большинство исследований склоняются к мысли, что этимология имен кипчаков 
может быть основана на цветовом принципе. Таким образом, кипчак означает: «бледный, светло-
желтый, желтоватый и т.д.». Поиск источника светлых цветов породил множество идей, большинство 
из которых остаются предметом обсуждения.

Ключевые слова: кыпчак, куман, кун, половец, эндоэтноним, цветовая концепция.

Introduction. The Kipchaks went down in history as an ethnic group that had many names. Depending 
on the places of origin of written sources, all names can be divided into several main groups: Kipchak, 
Cuman, Kun, and Polovtsian. The “Kipchak” group consists of variants found in the following sources: 
ancient Uighur ([Qï]bčāq ⁓ ([Qï]pčāq ⁓ ([Qï]wčāq); Arabic-Persian (Hïfšāh, Hïfčāh, Hïfčāq, Hïfjāq, Qïfčāq, 
Qïfjāq, Qïbčāq, Qïbjāq); Armenian (Xbšax); Georgian (Qivč’aqi); Mongolian (Kibča’ut, Kimča’ud); Chinese 
(Ch’in-ch’a ⁓ K’in-ch’a, K’o-fu-ch’a ⁓ K’o-pi-chao) and Latin (Capchat, Capchac) [1, 393-394].



247

ISSN 1991-3494 1. 2022

Variants of the “Kuman” group are present in the following written sources: in Latin (Cumani, Cumanus, 
Cumaniam, Cumanicum, Cumanorum ⁓ Chumani ⁓ Gummani ⁓ Quomani ⁓ Comani, Commani, Comanis, 
Commanis, Comain, Commain, Comanes, Comania, Comanic, Comanicum, Comanorum, Comanitae ⁓ 
Chomani); in Russian (Коумани); in Bulgarian (Коумани, Кумани); in Georgian (Koman-i); in Muslim 
(Qoman, Qumān, al-Qumānīn, al-Qumāniyyūn, al-Qumāniyya) [2, 200-219]. This variant of Kipchak is most 
common in Western sources. At the same time, among the European sources, the Hungarian version of the 
name of the nomadic ethnic group stands apart: Kún (Kúnok), Cunus, Cunis, Cuni, Chuni [1, 393]. 

Another name that denotes Kipchak is “Polovtsian”. The name of the group “Polovtsian” varied in 
pronunciation and spelling: in Russian (Половцы), in Czech (Plavci, Plawci), in Polish (Polowczy, Plawci, 
Plavci, Plauci, Plaucos, Plaucorum) and in Serbian-Croatian (Plavi) [1, 394]. According to Valery Stojanow, the 
Hungarian version should also be attributed to this group: “Palócz/Palóc” [1, 394]. Meanwhile, the Hungarian 
researchers István Zimonyi and Szilvia Kovács deny the existence of a connection between the ethnonyms 
“Polovtsian” and “Palócz/Palóc” [3, 151]. According to their data, the appearance of this ethnonym dates 
back to the 17th century, which makes it difficult to draw parallels between the two concepts. Their research 
stated that the emergence of the term “Palócz/Palóc” dated back only to the 17th century which is several 
centuries later than the existence of the Kipchaks. Therefore, this term cannot be attributed to Kipchaks, i.e. 
“Polovtsian” and “Palócz/Palóc” are not synonyms.

Materials and methods. There are also less well-known variants of the names of Kipchaks in historical 
literature: Armenian (Xartēš ⁓ χarteaš, χartyaš, χardjaš); German (Valwen ⁓ Valven ⁓ Walwen ⁓ Falwen, 
Valewen ⁓ Falawa, Valben ⁓ Falben, Balwen ⁓ Blawen) and Latin (Valani, Valoni, Falones, Phalagi, Valvi, 
Valui). Peter Golden also proposed the variant “Kangly” as the name of the eastern wing of the Kipchaks, 
which is found in a number of sources: Arabic-Persian (Qankli/Qangli); Latin (Cangle - Cangitai) [4, 270-
277].

According to Omeljan Pritsak, out of a large number of names, only the ethnonyms Kipchak, Cuman 
and Kun can act as endo-ethnonyms [5, 321]. The rest of the names of the Kipchaks are exoethnonyms, i.e. 
they were given by the neighbors of the nomads. However later the scientist came to an opposite conclusion 
related to ethnonym “Kipchak”. Concerning the Hungarian ethnonym “Kun (Cunus/Cuni)”, it is necessary to 
discuss its features in more detail. In Hungarian historiography, the term “Kun” was used not only concerning 
the Kipchaks but also in general, to denote all the nomads who settled in Hungary. For example, in the 11th 
century, the Pechenegs and Uzes (Oguz) were also called by a similar term [3, 151]. The ethnonym “Kun” 
began to be addressed directly to the Kipchaks only starting with the last third of the 11th century. At the same 
time, and at a later time, some chronicles named other ethnic groups with the term “Kun” along with Kipchak. 
However, already in the 13th century, the generally accepted form of “Cuman” in Europe began to be used 
in Hungarian Latin-language written sources when referring to Kipchaks [3, 151]. Therefore, the concepts 
of “Cuman” and “Kun” in the Hungarian historical literature are mainly considered identical, although with 
some reservations.

Many theories and interpretations were put forward about the meaning of the names of Kipchaks. Some 
of them are not used anymore. Others, on the contrary, demonstrated their viability, generating extensive 
discussions. It should be noted that the identity of various names of the Kipchaks was not immediately 
proved. Therefore, in early studies, the search for etymology was carried out separately for each ethnonym. 
On the other hand, later researchers had the opportunity to compare different names of Kipchaks and consider 
the missing fragments.

The ethnonym “Polovtsian” was widely used to refer to the Kipchaks in the Old Russian chronicles of the 
12th and 13th centuries. The examination of the etymology of the word “Polovtsian” has a long history. For 
example, the Polish historian Maciej of Miechów in 1517 in his essay “Tractatus de duabus Sarmatiis, Asiana 
et Europiana” pointed out that the Polovtsians in translation from Russian meant “hunters” or “robbers” [6, 
257]. The author of the treatise argued that the word “Polovtsian” derived from terms close to Polish variants: 
“polować” and “polowanie”. And they, in turn, are translated as: “to field, to hunt to kill the beast.” In this 
case, the terms should be understood as “to hunt” or “hunting” [6, 257].

Subsequently, new concepts were built based on the concept of “field” as the foundation for the ethnonym 
“Polovtsian”. It is noteworthy that the chronicler Nestor mentioned this back in the 12th century when he 
described the Polovtsians as people who lived in vast and open spaces [1, 395]. In the 16th and 17th centuries, 
the idea was picked up by S. Herberstein and N. Tatishchev. For example, according to Sigismund Herberstein, 
the term “Polovtsian” meant “field” [7].

The version about the discovery of the concept of “field” in the ethnonym “Polovtsian” led to similar 
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searches inside other names, which could be a borrowing through the old Russian name by literary translation of 
word “Kipchak”. For example, Johann Zeiss explained the formation of the German Kipchak name “Valwen” 
from “Fal”, which in turn was derived from the German “Feld”, i.e. “field” [8, 743-744]. The scientist was 
pushed to such conclusions by analogies with the word “Westfalen”. Also, similar ideas were developed 
already at the beginning of the last century in the works of A.Vambery who was a Hungarian orientalist and 
traveler [9, 102]. In general, until the beginning of the 20th century, the opinion on the origin of the ethnonym 
“Polovtsian” from the words: field, plain and, steppe continued to prevail in historical science. On the other 
hand, O. Pritsak believed that the origin of the ethnonym “Polovtsian” was the Russian word “pol”, which 
he explained as “open or empty space” [5, 325-326]. Thus, according to the researcher, the Polovtsians are 
nothing but a translation from the Turkic “Kipchaks” meaning “inhabitants of the steppe/ desert”.

At the same time, the concept of the color characteristics of the names of Kipchaks was formed. One of 
the pioneers in this direction was Arist Kunik. The Russian historian and linguist proceeded from the fact 
that the meaning of the ethnonym “Polovtsian” comes from the word “polov-iy/ -oy”, which reflects a light 
palette of colors: yellowish, light yellow, pale, etc. [10, 387]. Also, A. Kunik believed that the Kipchaks 
in the Russian chronicles were called Polovtsians due to the light shade of their hair. The latter statement 
is highly questionable and was therefore repeatedly criticized. Among others, E. Skrzhinskaya called A. 
Kunik’s hypothesis: “artificial and speculative”, thereby hinting at its obvious contrivance [6, 265]. In many 
sources, there are no direct confirmations of A. Kunik’s words about blonde Kipchaks. Nevertheless, A. 
Kunik’s views were reflected in the works of other researchers. For example, D. Rasovsky in his monograph 
“Polovtsians, Torcs, Pechenegs, Berendeyes” also referred to A. Kunik [11, 19].

In the 20th century, the color concept continued to evolve. In 1940, A. Ponomarev suggested that the term 
“Polovtsian” is a translation of another proper name of a nomadic ethnic group [12, 370]. Further research 
led to the idea of the formation of an ethnonym as a result of the calcification of the term Cuman. In turn, the 
form “kuma-n” probably came from “kuba/kuma”, which he translated as: “pale, grayish, pale yellow” [12, 
366-370]. According to V. Gordlevsky, the name “Polovtsian” is a translation of the ethnonym “Kipchak”
[13, 482-505]. Thus, the ethnonym “Polovtsian” is connected with other names of Kipchaks and was formed
from a concept that denotes a color characteristic. Later, Gy. Nemeth translated all variants of the names of
the Kipchaks as “yellowish, pale” [14, 171].

A completely different concept was voiced in the article “Polovtsians. The experience of the historical 
interpretation of the ethnikon” [6, 255-276]. According to E. Skrzhinskaya, the name “Polovtsian” came from 
the Russian word combination “on pol” and meant: “inhabitants of the lands according to that (other) side 
of the river” [6, 276]. In this case, the “river” referred to the Dnieper River, which served as a natural border 
between the Russian and Kipchak (Polovtsian) lands. According to the chronicles, nomads lived on the left 
side of the Dnieper River, which was considered “Polovtsian”. Thus, the inhabitants of Kiev lived on this (this 
side) or the right side of the river, and the Kipchaks (Polovtsians) on that (other) side. Despite its uniqueness, 
this theory did not receive much support from researchers. Therefore, most modern authors prefer to adhere 
to the generally accepted color concept.

Results and discussion. In parallel with the development of the ethnonym “Polovtsian”, research was 
conducted on the term “Cuman”. The suggestion about the origin of this name of Kipchaks from the hydronym 
can be found in the works of V. Tatishchev. He considered the name of the Kuma River, which flows into the 
Caspian Sea, as the basis of the ethnonym [15, 73]. On the contrary, Konstantin d’Ohsson believed that the 
ethnonym “Cuman” should preferably be associated with the Kuban River based on the phonetic transition of 
b ⁓ m (Kuban ˃ Kuman) [16, 338-339]. K. d’Ohsson did not take into account the geographical factor. The 
Kuban River originates in the area of Mount Elbrus in the North Caucasus and flows into the Sea of Azov. At 
the same time, the main habitat of the Kipchaks was located to the north and east of the river.

The research of Hungarian researchers was based on the generally accepted postulate about the equivalence 
of the ethnonym “Cumans” and the local variant “Kun”. Proceeding from this, Armin Vambery explained 
the formation of the name “Cuman” by attaching the Latin suffix -anus to “Kun”, which eventually gave 
“Kumanus/Cumanus” [9, 102]. In his early ideas, Gyula Nemeth also relied on the Hungarian version and 
proposed for both “Kun” and “hun” the meanings of “man, man, people” [17, 101]. Gy. Gyorffy was also 
close to the ideas of Gy. Nemeth, but he construed the Hungarian version of “Kun” as a derivative of “xun/
hun” with the meaning “oriental man” [2, 200-219]. P. Golubovsky move in a slightly different direction. He 
regarded the basis of “kun/kün” as a translation from “light” or “day”. Thus, the ethnonym Cuman in this 
context should be considered a derivative of “Kun-men” which means “light-like” [18, 19].

In the second half of the 20th century, several more theories appeared explaining the meaning of the 
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ethnonym “Cuman”. One of them suggested that the basis of the ethnonym contains the concept of “swan”. 
Karl Menges came to similar conclusions when he translated the basis of qū as “swan” [19, 1-3]. Other 
authors, including N. Baskakov, held similar views. Thus he translated “Kuman” as follows: Kun “swan” + 
-man (affix corresponding to the Russian version “-anin”) [20, 327]. In conclusion, the meaning of the term
“Cuman” must be close to “lebedyanin”. However, in broad scientific circles, such an idea has not gained
popularity due to lack of scientific arguments

In addition, K. Menges made some attempts to promote the theory that the ethnonym “Cuman” derived 
from “qum” i.e. “sand” or from “qum-man” as “sand”, “sandy” in the meaning of its light shade. It was 
assumed that the name of the tribal union was supposed to denote the light shade of the hair of the Kipchaks. 
However, later Karl Menges proposed the idea that the etymology of the word “Cuman” derived from the 
“quba/quwa” variant [19, 13-14]. At the same time, Gyula Nemeth also deduces the ethnonym “Cuman 
(Quman)” originated from the “quba” variant, but already in the meaning of the skin color of nomads [17, 
102-103].

The etymology of the word “Kipchak” also experienced a long evolution and developed in parallel with
other variants of the ethnonym. Early studies in this direction were based on the reports of medieval sources, 
mainly by Rashid ad-Din. Thanks to him and other Muslim authors, the ethnonym “Kipchak” acquired the 
meaning: “a cavity or a hollow in a tree” [1, 401]. Sometimes it was interpreted as “hollow, rotten, unhappy, 
unsuccessful” [1, 401]. S. Klyashtorny moved also in this direction deducing that the ethnonym “Kipchak” 
had the meaning of “unsuccessful, unhappy” [21, 160].

The etymology of the term Kipchak produced a lot of theory as in the case of Cumans and Polovtsians. 
For example, J. Marquart tried to associate the formulation Qïpčāq i.e. “empty” with the concepts of “desert, 
steppe” [22, 159-161]. After some time, Omeljan Pritsak also noted the connection of Qïpčāq with “qobi ˃ 
qowi” [5, 325]. Further from “qobi”, he derived an “idle place”, which is close to the concept of “empty”. 
According to O. Pritsak, the ethnonym originated among the Uighurs, who were similarly called nomads and 
lived in an open area. Consequently, the ethnonym “Kipchak” appeared in an attempt to separate the two 
groups by place of residence: the Uighurs lived in the forest, and the Kipchaks in the steppe [5, 325]. As a 
result of his vast research, O. Pritsak proposed not to consider the ethnonym “Kipchak” as self-designation.

In conclusion, we can note several general points on the problem of the etymology of Kipchak term. First 
of all, the identity of the main names of the ethnic group was recognized by most researchers. The division of 
many variations of ethnic names into self-names and exoethnonyms allows in some cases to restore gaps in 
data, but also provides foundations for new ideas and theories. At the same time, the preservation of known 
problems makes it difficult to determine the truly autochthonous name of a nomadic ethnic group. If in cases 
with ethnonyms of Polovtsian, Kharteshk, Kun, etc. the situation is more or less clear, then there are still 
questions about other names. The position was also adopted on the existence of a concept common to all 
names, which was reflected in one of them and then calculated in the others.

In recent decades, the concept of reflecting colors in the names of Kipchaks, mainly light tones: pale, light 
yellow, yellowish, etc., prevailed. At the same time, an important share of authors recognized that this concept 
was not ideal. This created an opportunity for the emergence of various kinds of theories and assumptions on 
the issue of the source of color, which formed the basis of the ethnonym. On the pages of scientific literature, 
you can find theories explaining the light color used in the name of the ethnonym: hair color, the skin tone of 
the steppe people, the predominant color of horses, as well as the color of specific elements of clothing (for 
example, hats).

The aforementioned theory of the reflection of concepts in the names of Kipchaks resonates with the 
concepts of steppe, desert, that is, the idea of reflecting in the names of the ethnos the character of the area in 
which the nomads lived is taken at the forefront. In the end, the proponents of this theory derived the name 
from qu (qum) i.e. “sand” or interpreted this concept as an allegorical form of expression of shades: pale, 
light yellow, yellow. At the same time, the theories of E. Skrzhinskaya and O. Pritsak stand apart tracing the 
territorial-geographical principle.

As a result, the color concept received more approval than others. However, there are still some problems 
in the interpretation of the concept itself. For example, the idea of marking with color some morphological 
features of Kipchaks causes a certain amount of skepticism. At the same time, the assumption that nomads are 
distinguished by the predominant color of their horses or clothing elements is also not confirmed in written 
sources.
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