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ETHNOMUSIC, ETHNOPHORE, ETHNOGRAPHER 
 
Abstract. The article presents issues related to the study of the triad of «ethno music, ethnophor, ethnographer» 

in the axiological aspect. Their research is updated in connection with the consideration of the trinity of «ethno 
music, ethnophor, ethnographer» in the global world from the point of view of the spiritual and cultural values of the 
Kazakh people aimed to increase their importance in modern society. The necessity of theoretical understanding of 
the problem «ethno ear» («auditory abilities of the ethnos») is revealed - which is a common «tool» in the trinity of 
the concepts of ethno music, ethnophor and ethnographer, which is the rationale for such important moments related 
to national identity as «intonation specificity», «culture of listening / listening», « memorizing skills», «ways of 
articulation», etc. It is emphasized that in the course of analyzing the genres that form the basis of ethno music, it is 
advisable to re-examine the contribution of outstanding personalities – those people who have managed to transmit 
them to the present day, and those who have been able to record them. Moreover, not considering the examples, 
methods of upbringing, lifestyle and worldview, customs and traditions of the ancestors only as a shady of images of 
the distant past or book values, but working to ensure their real «return» to everyday life through the firm fixation in 
the minds of the younger generations. Thanks to this, one can awaken the respect for the national cultural heritage in 
young people. In the course of the development of these issues by genre directions, the works of domestic 
researchers, scientists from foreign and CIS countries were taken into account. The main theses of the article can 
serve in the future as a guide and necessary support for students of traditional music, secondary specialized and 
higher educational institutions, Master, PhD students and teachers. 

Keyword: ethnomusicology, ethnophor, ethnographer, spiritual values, global peace, cultural heritage. 
 
Introduction. In the global world, especially in the last decade, the information exchange is 

becoming rapid, computer technologies and Internet sites are developing and are being actively introduced 
into society, including those which are duplicating the mainstream media – radio, television, newspapers 
and magazines. As a result of this, there is interaction and rapprochement of cultures and traditions of 
different peoples. In the process of such cultural exchange, the appearance of artificial works is noticeable 
in which the original nature of national music is lost. Of course, when we see the unacceptable essence of 
an alien, we begin to realize the need to evaluate the spiritual values of the own nation in their original 
form. 

Over time, we become convinced that the works that truly reflect the artistic identity of a particular 
nation are of great interest in the world than those which have gained wide popularity and emerged in the 
process of exchange, in line with hybrid/ or multi-genre trends (ethno-rock, ethno-fusion, ethno-pop , neo-
ethno-folk, ethno-electronics, modern-ethno-jazz duet). Although, there are also people who are fond of 
discovering the unfamiliar, mastering the instruments of other nations. In addition, the appearance of 
multi-genre, multi-style works, which arise as a result of various experiments which are linking the 
folklore heritage and traditional music of the nation with the culture of a foreign country, leads to the loss 
or even destruction of a rich national heritage. From this point of view, the question of the purity of the 
nature of the national heritage, the authenticity of its performance, and recording in its original form 
becomes the priority issue. 
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These problematic issues, leading to the theme “Ethno music, ethnophore, ethnographer: cultural and 
spiritual values of the Kazakh nation in the global world”, emphasize the relevance of the fundamental 
study of the still unstudied trinity in the chosen scientific and theoretical context. 

The first President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, N.A.Nazarbayev, noted that the “national code”, 
which dates back to ancient times, has been preserved in the cultural heritage of the people: “Even largely 
modernized societies contain cultural codes, the origins of which are rooted back in the past. The first 
condition for the modernization of a new type is the preservation of their culture, their own national code” 
[1]. It is important to look at our ancient traditional music from the point of view of the national code and, 
at the same time, recall the names of those people who worked to preserve the originality of these values, 
recording them in their original, genuine form. 

The main aim of the research is to study the Kazakh ethnomusic – the patterns of folklore heritage 
and the works of traditional art that form its basis; the works of ethnophores – who have mastered and 
absorbed the steppe culture of famous figures, unique personalities whose names are still unknown; 
ethnographers – who worked selflessly to record, compile and store information from the point of view of 
cultural and spiritual values in the global world. 

Methods. Description of the main scientific issues and hypotheses of the research, the justification of 
the research strategy and approaches, the types of studies used in the research (descriptive, correlation and 
/ or experimental), the sequence of studies; 

Understanding the specifics of Kazakh traditional culture in the trinity of “ethno music, ethnophore, 
ethnographer”, which predetermines special attention to such a category as “ethno ear” can provide a 
qualitatively new level of comprehension of the nature of national music as an object of study, its genre, 
stylistic and regional diversity. 

In accordance with the main goal of the research, the issues of “ethno music, ethnophore, ethno 
grapher” are considered in the context of historical, social, philosophical, psychological, pedagogical, 
philological, ethnographic and ethnological sciences. 

In the study of the folklore heritage and the works of traditional art, which form the basis of the 
Kazakh ethno music, from the point of view of cultural and spiritual values in the global world, historical-
theoretical, systematic methods of analysis are used; 

When studying genre nature, regional features of the works, ways of forming and developing society, 
as well as the concepts of “kissa tunes”, “makams of epic traditions”, “sal-sere institute”, “individual 
kuyshi schools” formed according to the stages of development of traditional art, they are used 
comparative approaches to the development of these concepts; 

Along with the study of the works of famous figures who have mastered and absorbed the steppe 
culture, who made an invaluable contribution to the design and storage of information recorded from 
ethnophores, as well as unique personalities whose names are still unknown, expert analytical and 
axiological research principles are applied. 

Theoretical issues common to the trinity of “ethno music, ethnophore and ethnographer”, such as 
“intonation specificity”, “listening/ listening culture”, “memorization skills”, “articulation methods” and 
other system analysis methods developed in the field of musicology are used for interpretation of the 
important points. 

The first President of the RK, N.Nazarbayev, in his article “Look into the Future: Modernization of 
Public Consciousness” noted: “Without reliance on national and cultural roots, modernization will hang in 
the air. History and national traditions must be taken into account. This platform connects the horizons 
nation past, present and future” [2]. History, worldview, customs, language, mentality, religion, culture, 
national art can be known through ethno music – the spiritual heritage of the people. In research we 
divided Kazakh ethnic music into two areas: folklore and traditional music. Both directions are based on 
oral creativity, roots back in antiquity and currently finds its continuation as a national treasure. Gilbert 
Rouget defined ethnomusicology as a science, noted that the oral tradition, which was spread before the 
formation of written culture, is the music of a particular ethnos, concludes: “Ethnomusicology is the 
musicology of unwritten music” [3, 677 p.]. 

The Kazakh folklore heritage has inhabited the Great Steppe since ancient times includes songs, kuy, 
epic, terme, kissa, dastans, aitys, tolgau. Musical folklore is the research subject of individual scholars 
works:A.Zataevich, G.Erzakovich, A.Baygaskina, A.Temirbekova, T.Bekhozhina, M.Akhmetova, 
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B.Karakulov, etc. This research includes folklore patterns transmitted by ancestors century by century, 
which are still relevant today education, upbringing, life activities, worldviews, which carry important 
information that bring this spiritual heritage to the minds of the independent country young generation. 
Among the works related to wedding ceremonial songs are studied “Toi bastar”,“Zhar-
Zhar”,“Synsu”,“Betashar”, to mourning rituals “Estіrtu”,“Zhoktau”,“Zhubatu”, children's folklore “Besik 
zhyry”,“Tusau kesu zhyry”,“Zhumbak”, belief songs “Badik”,“Arbau”, “Baksy saryndary”, calendar 
songs “Zhaz keledi, alakai!”,“Kim kalai dauystai biledi?”, holiday and nature renewal songs “Maldyn 
toldeuі”,“Toigeleu”,“Shoreleu”, about Oraza ait “Zharamazan”,“Bata”, etc. 

The second direction of ethnic music is associated with traditional art. The period of professional 
composer development creativity in traditional art was in the 19th century. The study of this period can be 
seen in the works of A.Zhubanov, Z.Kospakov, K.Zhuzbasov, A.Seidimbek, B.Amanov, 
A.Mukhambetova, S.Elemanova, A.Kunanbaeva, S.Utegalieva, R.Nesipbai. Outstanding creative 
personalities Birzhan-sal, Akhan-sere, Zhaiau Musa, Mukhit formed the “Sal-Sere Institute” and the 
unique kuyshi Abyl, Kurmangazy, Dauletkerei, Tattimbet, etc. founded “kuyshi schools”. In the works of 
zhyrau “tunes of kissa”, “makams of epic traditions”,“terme and tolgau texts” beautiful and elegant, 
melodic-intonational, exemplary-educational, spiritual, lyrical motifs are passed from generation to 
generation as an edification of the ancestors. With the revival of national culture the works of zhyrshy, sal-
sere, singers and kuyshi transformed into masterpieces. The creations of traditional composers are 
analyzed in this research of spirituality and cultural value. 

Centuries-old patterns of folk and traditional music in the cultural space became the basis for new 
directions and genres (traditional, academic/classical, mass/pop). This is noticeable in the work of 
professional composers of the 1920-30s of the XX century formed in the European written tradition. 
Based on S.Kuzembay, A.Ketegenova, U.Zhumakova, A.Omarova’s research, the works of composers 
within the framework of the topic are considered within the sides of creativity are revealed which were 
previously neglected. 

P.Aravin, B.Erzakovich note Russian and foreign travelers M.Gotovitsky, R.Pfennig, N.Grodekov, 
A.Alekterov, S.Rybakova, A.Divaev, D.Lvovich, A.Eichhorn and others, who expressed their opinion on 
Kazakh musical heritage. The manuscripts of Alash figures, writers, scholars, ethnographers and 
ethnomusicologists about spiritual and cultural national values will be examined from a new perspective. 
For the first time, these materials will be published in the collection “Source of spiritual values”. In joint 
monograph as a result of basic research, recording methods, ear features, generalization and 
systematization methods of ethnographers and ethnomusicologists will be justified and reflected from the 
scientific aspects. 

Study of the issue of ethnomusic in the foreign countries started earlier. It should be relayed on the 
world's leading researches. If among foreign scholars who conduct the research using anthropological 
methods in ethnomusicology, we can mention J.Rouget [3], D.McAllester [4], J.Ran [5], then in the field 
of Russian ethnomusic the basis for the formation of historical and theoretical justification was developed 
by B.Asafiev [6], K.Kvitka [7], I.Zemtsovsky [2], I.Matsievsky [8]. In heritage of different peoples, every 
day there appear more and more works in the field of musicology related to ethnomusic. For example, the 
works of T.Galtseva [9], N.Almeeva [10], etc. There are separate article “Globalization and 
ethnomusicology” [11] and appeared as the initiator within studies on ethnophores and ethnographers. 
Their conclusions can serve as a methodological basis. 

Results. The foundations of ethnomusic, which are based on history, worldview, lifestyle, customs, 
language, mentality, religion, culture, the national art, in turn, clarify the folklore heritage and traditional 
music. Since any work can be considered as a “historical document” that provides information about a 
particular era and reflects the uniqueness of a particular nation. Such spiritual sources include religious 
makam, baksy saryn, songs, terme, tolgau, epic, dastans, kissa, covenants, kuy, etc. [12]. Therefore, it is 
planned in the frame of the research to study the nature of these genres, stylistic trends, regional features, 
ways of their formation and development of nomadic society. In addition, the traditional creativity of 
Kazakh folk composers, formed on the basis of folklore heritage, will be analyzed in the context of 
spiritual and cultural values. Among the considered are the theoretical interpretation of the “Makams of 
epic traditions”, “the institute of sal-sere”, “individual kuyshi schools”, “kissa tunes”, etc.  
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From a theoretical point of view in the study of orally spread works of “ethnomusic, ethnophore and 
ethnographer”, the most important issue of the “auditory abilities of an ethnos,” “ethnoear”, which has 
turned into an invisible force in the world of music, will be revealed. Its research leads to the expansion of 
the range of issues related to other nationally distinctive realities – “intonation specificity”, 
“listening/listening culture”, “memorization skills”, “methods of articulation”, etc. The reason is that 
“ethnic hearing” as said I.I.Zemtsovsky, “is considered the first and main identifier of an ethnic group”. It 
determines the musical worldview of the nation – the basis of the improvisational art of the entire ethnic 
group. 

The field of ethnomusic requires interdisciplinary research. In this regard, these issues in the research 
are considered within the framework of historical, social, philosophical, psychological, pedagogical, 
philological, ethnographic and ethnological sciences using the time-tested principles of comparative and 
system analysis, historical-theoretical, practice-oriented, source study methods. 

The research, associated with the humanitarian sphere also in demand in the modern society 
development, economy, technology. In the global world can be competitive only due to their spiritual and 
cultural values. The President K.K.Tokaev’s proposal on the introduction of dombra lessons in the school 
curriculum is very relevant as a sign of the need to pay attention to the spiritual and cultural values that 
distinguish a nation. The First President’s words are very convincing: “When people today talk about the 
impact of alien ideological influences, we mustn’t forget that they are based on certain values, cultural 
symbols of other peoples. Only own national symbolism can resist it” [1]. The representation of the 
national brand on the world market should be based on the spiritual and cultural values of people. The 
publication of an archival materials collection and a collective monograph about trinity, for subjects of 
modern society may be of interest as a basis in practical activities, life guidelines, internal impulses. The 
historical and theoretical issues of the research, aimed at preserving, developing and recognizing the 
nation, can contribute to upbringing of national spirit through the formation the formation in the minds of 
present and future generations of a sense of respect and appreciation. The significance of the theme of the 
research at the national and international levels is evidenced by the development of issues of “ethnicity of 
hearing”, “musical features”, “listening culture”, “memory skills”, “articulation techniques”, etc., that 
have not been studied in the trinity context. 

The research theme, results achieved, new publications will affect the research work, the level of 
scientific and technical potential. It’s necessary to know, see and remember the condition, prerequisite for 
scientific work in various fields is the national wisdom. “... ideally, the humanities are united by the study 
of “ethno” on their specific material, that is, ideally, everyone recognizes the universality of the ethnic 
category, regardless of the variety that cannot be taken into account, its specific manifestation and myriad 
of other ethnic displacements” [2, p.2]. Activities in scientific organizations and collectives working in the 
field of the humanities philosophy, cultural studies, religious studies, philology, linguistics, literary 
criticism, art criticism, history, psychology, anthropology, ethnography, cognitive science may foster a 
sense of patriotism. The results of this study can be used as a textbook in the education system. Scientific 
articles, conference reports, specific findings and archival data published in a monograph and collection 
will be a worthy contribution to the national science development 

Conclusion. The main idea of research is considering the trinity of “ethnomusic, ethnophore, 
ethnographer” in the global world in spiritual-cultural values view of Kazakh nation, increasing their 
importance in modern society. During analysis of genres make up the ethnomusic basic in national identity 
system, explore outstanding personalities contribution, people managed to convey them to present time 
and recorded. Without considering examples, upbringing methods, lifestyle, worldview, traditions of 
ancestors as ghostly images of past or book values, it’s necessary to ensure their real “return” to everyday 
life through a fixation in minds of younger generations and awaken respect for cultural heritage. 

The immediate results of the research include, firstly, new methodological approaches to science, new 
factual materials that allow the use of various directions (in the research field and performing arts), and 
secondly, in the educational process in the taught disciplines – “History of Kazakh music”, “Folk art”, 
“Methods of designing notes”, “Ethnosolpeggio”, “Ethnoorganology and the history of instrumental 
music”, etc., can be used in diploma, master and doctoral works (theoretically and practically, from the 
point of view of using information, musical materials) on the spiritual and cultural values of the Kazakh 
people. In addition, the results of the research can be very valuable when used in interdisciplinary fields, 
in television programs dedicated to the spiritual and cultural heritage. In the field of education and science, 
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the qualitative results of basic research aimed at improving the qualifications of students, Master and PhD 
students can be revealed quantitatively. Qualitative and quantitative characteristics of direct and indirect 
research results will be obvious over time. 
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ЭТНОМУЗЫКА, ЭТНОФОР, ЭТНОГРАФ 

 
Аннотация. Мақалада аксиологиялық аспектіде "этномусика, этнофор, этнограф" триадасын зерттеуге 

байланысты сұрақтар берілген. Олардың зерттеулері қазіргі қоғамдағы маңыздылығын арттыруға 
бағытталған қазақ халқының рухани-мәдени құндылықтары тұрғысынан жаһандық әлемдегі "этномусика, 
этнофор, этнограф" үштұғырлығының қарастырылуына байланысты өзекті болып отыр. "Интонациялық 
ерекшелік", "тыңдау / тыңдау мәдениеті", "есте сақтау дағдылары", "артикуляция тәсілдері" және т. б. сияқты 
ұлттық бірегейлікке байланысты маңызды сәттердің негіздемесі болып табылатын этномусика, этнофор және 
этнограф ұғымдарының үштұғырлығындағы "этно есту" ("этностың есту қабілеті") проблемасын теориялық 
тұрғыдан ұғыну қажеттігі анықталды. Этномусиканың негізін құрайтын жанрларды талдау барысында 
көрнекті тұлғалардың, оларды бүгінгі күнге дейін жеткізе білген адамдардың және оларды жаза алғандардың 
үлесін қайта қарастырған жөн. Сонымен қатар, ата-бабалардың мысалдарын, тәрбие әдістерін, өмір салты 
мен дүниетанымын, әдет-ғұрыптары мен дәстүрлерін алыс өткеннің немесе кітап құндылықтарының 
көлеңкелері ретінде қарастырмай, оларды жас ұрпақтың санасында берік бекіту арқылы күнделікті өмірге 
нақты "қайтаруды" қамтамасыз ету үшін жұмыс жасау. Осының арқасында жастардың ұлттық мәдени мұраға 
деген құрметін оятуға болады. Осы мәселелерді жанрлық бағыттар бойынша әзірлеу барысында отандық 
зерттеушілердің, шет елдер мен ТМД елдерінің ғалымдарының еңбектері ескерілді. Мақаланың негізгі 
тезистері дәстүрлі музыкалық университеттердің, орта арнаулы және жоғары оқу орындарының 
студенттеріне, магистранттарға, аспиранттар мен оқытушыларға басшылық және қажетті қолдау бола алады. 

Түйін сөздер: этномузыка, этнофор, этнограф, рухани құндылықтар, жаһандық әлем, мәдени мұра. 
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ЭТНОМУЗЫКА, ЭТНОФОР, ЭТНОГРАФ 

 
Аннотация. В статье представлены вопросы, связанные с изучением триады «этномузыка, этнофор, 

этнограф» в аксиологическом аспекте. Их исследование актуализируется в связи с рассмотрением 
триединства «этномузыка, этнофор, этнограф» в глобальном мире с точки зрения духовно-культурных 
ценностей казахского народа, направленных на повышение их значимости в современном обществе. 
Выявлена необходимость теоретического осмысления проблемы «этно - слуха» («слуховых способностей 
этноса») - общего «инструмента» в триединстве понятий этномузыки, этнофора и этнографа, являющегося 
обоснованием таких важных моментов, связанных с национальной идентичностью, как «интонационная 
специфика», «культура слушания / слушания», « навыки запоминания», «способы артикуляции» и др. 
Подчеркивается, что в ходе анализа жанров, составляющих основу этномузыки, целесообразно заново 
рассмотреть вклад выдающихся личностей-тех людей, которые сумели передать их до наших дней, и тех, кто 
сумел их записать. Причем, не рассматривая примеры, методы воспитания, образ жизни и мировоззрение, 
обычаи и традиции предков лишь как тени образов далекого прошлого или книжных ценностей, а работая 
над обеспечением их реального «возвращения» в повседневную жизнь через твердую фиксацию в сознании 
подрастающих поколений. Благодаря этому можно пробудить в молодежи уважение к национальному 
культурному наследию. В ходе разработки этих вопросов по жанровым направлениям были учтены труды 
отечественных исследователей, ученых из зарубежных стран и стран СНГ. Основные тезисы статьи могут 
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служить в дальнейшем руководством и необходимой поддержкой для студентов традиционных музыкальных 
вузов, средних специальных и высших учебных заведений, магистрантов, аспирантов и преподавателей. 

Ключевые слова: этномузыка, этнофор, этнограф, духовные ценности, глобальный мир, культурное 
наследие. 
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