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KAWBIPBIMABIABIK KOPHI

HALYK

CHARITY FOUNDATION

B 2016 rogy nns pa3BUTHS W YIY4YLIEHHUS KauecTBa JKM3HU Ka3axXCTaHLEB
Obl1 co3naH vacTHBIM bmarorBoputenbHbl QoI «Xalblk». 3a TOXbl CBOCH
JeSITeTbHOCTH HAa pealu3aluio OJIarOTBOPHUTENBHBIX IPOEKTOB B OO0IACTIX
o0pa3oBaHus M HayKH, COLMAJbHON 3aIUUTHI, KyJIbTYpPbl, 3IPaBOOXPAHEHUS U
cnopta, @onj Beiienun Oonee 45 MUIIMAPAOB TEHTE.

Ocoboe BHUMaHHMe bnaroTBopuTenbHBIH (QOHI «XalbIK» yAeNseT
00pa3oBaTesIbHBIM IPOIPAMMaM, CUUTAsl 3TO HAlPABICHUE OJHUM U3 KIIOUEBbBIX
B cBoel AestenbHOCTH. OKa3pIBasi MOAAEPIKKY OTEUECTBEHHOMY OOpa30BaHMIO,
@oH/ BHOCHUT CBOH MOCHJIBHBIN BKJIA] B pPa3BUTHE KaY€CTBEHHOTO 00pa30BaHUs
B Kazaxcrane. Tem cambiM cmocoOCTBysS POCTY 4YHCIa IfOfel, CIOCOOHBIX
MEHATH JKM3Hb B CTpaHe K JydyliemMy — Opo(ecCHOHaJOoB B pPa3IU4HBIX
chepax, MOTEeHUIHANBHBIX JUAEPOB U «BEIUKHUX yMOB». OIHON W3 3HAUYUMBIX
WHATHATHB (oHAa «XalbIk» B 00pa3oBaTenbHOUN cdepe crtan mpoekt Ozgeris
powered by Halyk Fund — nepBrbiii B ctpane 6usHec-uHKyOaTop AJs yUaIIuXcs
9-11 kmaccoB, KOTOPBIM IMMOMOTAaeT pa3BUBaTh HEOOXOAMMBIE B COBPEMEHHOM
MUpE HpealpUHUMAaTeIbCKUEe HaBBIKM. Tak, Ha coxelicTBHE MaloMy OH3HECy
LIKOJIBHUKOB ObUT0 BIAEeHO Oosiee 200 rpanToB. JlJ1s MOAIEPIKKY TaJaHTINBBIX
Y MOTHUBHUPOBAHHBIX JieTeil DOHI HEOAHOKPATHO BBIJICISI IPAHTHI HAa 00y4YeHHE
B MexayHaponHoit mkone «Mupac» u B Astana [T University, a Takxe moMor
Ka3aXCTaHCKUM HIKOJIbHUKAM IPUHATH yuacTHe BIIpecTHKHOM KoHKypce «USTEM
Robotics» B CIIIA. ABTOpcKre paboThI B paMKax MpoekTa « TamiMrepy, KoTopomMy
@DoHJ OKa3ald MOALEPHKKY, JETIM B OCHOBY y4eOHOM mporpamMmsbl, y4eOHUKOB U
y4eOHO-METOINYECKUX KHUT 1o npeameTy «OCHOBBI MpealpUHUMATEIbCTBA H
6usHecay, npenogaBaeMoro B 10-11 kiaccax ka3axCTaHCKUX ITKOJ M KOJIJIEIKEH.

IToMuMO MOMOIIYN IIKOJIBHUKAM, YHaIIUMCS KOJIemkel u ctyneHtam Oonyg
CUYMTAET Ba)KHBIM BHECTH CBOM BKJIaJ B MOBBIIICHNE KBAJU(PUKALKUN TI€1ar0roOB,
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHNE WX 3HAHWM W HABBIKOB, TTOCKOJbKY HMEHHO OHH SIBIISIOTCS
MIPOBOHUKAMHU 3HAHWH OyIyIIMX TOKOJEHWW KazaxcrauieB. llpm mommepikke
®onga «Xanblk» B I0KHOH CTOJHIE OBUI OPraHU30BaH €KETOJHBIA TOPOJICKOM
KOHKYpc nenparoroB «Almaty Digital Ustaz.

BaxHOIl MHUIIMATHBOW CTaJ peadu3yeMblil MMPOEKT MO OOYyYEHHUIO OCHOBaM
(MHAHCOBOW TPAaMOTHOCTHU INpernojaBaTesieldl U3 BocbMu obnactell Kazaxcrana,
YTO JOJDKHO OKa3aTh CYIIECTBEHHOE BIMSHUE Ha BOCHHUTaHHE (DUHAHCOBOM
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CPAaMOTHOCTH U NPEANPUHUMATEIBCKOTO MBIIUICHUS Yy HOBOIO TOKOJICHUS
TpaXkJjaH CTPaHEI.

Heo6xomumyto momomts @ouHa «Xaidblk» OKa3blBaeT M T€M, KTO 0COOEHHO
OCTpPO B Hel HyxkaaeTcs. B pamkax counuanbHON 3aIIUTHI HACEICHUS aKTUBHO
MIPOBOJUTCS paboTa Mo MOIACPIKKE AETEH, OCTABIINUXCS 0€3 poauTeseH, NeTe u
B3pOCIIBIX U3 COLMAIBHO YSI3BUMBIX CIOEB HACEJEHHUS, JIFOICH C OrpaHMYEHHBIMU
BO3MOXKHOCTSIMH, 2 TAKXKE 00CCIIEUCHUIO0 HYXIAIONINXCS COIUAIIbHBIM XKHIJIbEM,
CTPOUTEIIHCTBY COI[MAIBLHO BaKHBIX 00BEKTOB, TAKMX KaK JCTCKHE CaJlbl, ICTCKHE
MJIOMIAIKU U (DU3KYIBTYPHO-03/T0POBUTEITHHBIE KOMILIEKCHI.

B xommmiiky no6psix gen @onga « Xaabik» MOKHO J00aBUTh OKa3aHHUE ITOMOIITH
JIETCKOMY CITOPTY, Ky/la OTHOCHTCS IOJICPXKKa B Pa3BUTUHU JIETCKOro ¢pyrbdosa u
Kapare B Hamel cTpaHe. JKu3HeHHO BaXKHYIO TOMOIIb b1aroTBopuTenbHBIN (HOH
«Xanplk» OKa3ajl HallUM COOTCUECTBEHHHMKAM BO BpeMs HEAaBHEH MaHIEMHUU
COVID-19. Toraa, B pasrap Tsokeiaod 00pbObl ¢ KOPOHABUPYCHOHM MHQeEKIHeH
®onp BeAENHI CBBIIE 11 MANIHAPAOB TEHTE HAa MPHOOpPETEeHNE HEOOXOAMMOTO
MEJIUIIMHCKOTO O0OpPYIOBaHMSI M JOPOTOCTOSIINX MEIHMIIMHCKHX IPENapaTos,
aBTOMOOMJICH CKOPOW MEIMIIMHCKOH TOMOIIM M CPEACTB 3allUThI, aJIPECHYIO
MAaTepHaIbHyI0 IOMOIIb COUUAIBHO YSI3BUMBIM CJIOSM HACEJICHUS U JICHEKHbIE
BBITLJIATHI MEIUIIMHCKUM paOOTHUKAM.

B 2023 rongy Hapsiay ¢ ApyruMu MpOEKTaMH, HAI[eJIEHHBIMU Ha TOBBIIICHHE
OarococTosTHUSI Ka3axCTaHCKUX rpaxaaH @OoHI pemmur yaeauTbh ocoboe
BHUMAaHUE HayKe, MOCKOJIbKY OHA SBJISIETCS YacThlO OOIICCTBEHHOM KYJIbTYPHI, a
YPOBCHB €€ Pa3BUTHUS OTPEACIISIET YPOBCHb PA3BUTHS TOCYIapCTBA.

I[Monnepxka @oHa0OM BhINyCKa XypHaioB HanuonanbHON AkaneMuu Hayk
Pecny0nuku Kazaxcran, KOTOpble BXOJST B MEXAYHapoaHbIe (QOHIBI Scopus U
Wos 1 B KOTOPBIX IMMYOITUKYIOTCS CTaThbU OTEUCCTBEHHBIX YUCHBIX, JOKTOPAHTOB
¥ MarucTPaHTOB, a TAK)Ke HAYYHBIX COTPYIAHHUKOB BBHICITNX YYEOHBIX 3aBEeICHHI
U HAyYHO-HCCIEAOBATEIbCKUX MHCTUTYTOB HAIllEll CTpaHBI ABISETCS HE MEHEE
3HAaYUMBIM BKJIagoM DoHAa B pa3BUTHE Ka3aXCTAHCKOTO OOIIECTRA.

C yBaxenueM, brnarorBopurenbubiii Do «Xambik»!




BAC PEJAKTOP:

TYUMEBAEB Kanceiiit KanceiiTy,bl, (HI0NOrHsS FBUTBIMIAPIHBIH JOKTOPEI, Mpodeccop,
KP ¥FA kypmerri mymieci, On-Papabu arbiaaars Kazak yITTBIK YHUBEPCHTETIHIH PEKTOPBI (AJIMATEI,
Kazakcran)

FAJIBIM XATHIbI:

OBIJIKACBIMOBA Aama EciM0eKKBI3bI, [1e1aroriKa FhUTBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEI, Ipodeccop,
KP ¥YFA akanemuri, Abaii areramarel Kaz¥YIIVY Ilemarorukaibik OUTIMII JaMBITy OPTaJbIFBIHBIH
nupektops! (Anvarsl, Kazakcran), H =2

PEJAKL WS AJTIKACHBI:

CATBIBAJIIbI O3iMxaH O0inKaiibIPYJIbl, 3KOHOMUKA FEUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPBI, podeccop,
KP ¥FA akagemuri, DKOHOMHKa MHCTHTYTHIHBIH qUpekTops! (Anmarsl, Kazakcran), H=15

CAITAPBAEB O6aixkanap Kymanyibl, SKOHOMHKA FBUIBIMAAPEIHBIH JOKTOPEL, Tpodeccop, KP
YFA xypmerti mymieci, XanblKapaiblK HHHOBAIHSIIBIK TEXHOJIOTHSUIAP aKaJEeMUSCHIHBIH ITPE3UICHTI
(Ammarsl, Kazaxcran), H=6

JYKbJHEHKO Hpuna I'puropbeBHa, 5KOHOMHKA FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPHI, Ipodeccop,
«KneBo-MoruiisiH akaieMHsIChI» YITTHIK yHUBEepcUTeTiHIH Kapenpamenrepymici (Kues, Ykpauna), H=2

HINIIOB Cepreii EBrenneBu4, meiaroruka FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPBI, Tpodeccop, K.
Pa3ymoBckuii aTeiHarsl Mockey MEMIIEKETTIK TeXHOJIOTHSUIAp JKOHE MEHEIKMEHT YHHBEPCHUTETIHIH
KCINTIK OiMiM Oepy/IiH Nearorukacsl JKoHe NMCHXOIOTHACH KadeapachiHbIH MeHrepyici (Mackey,
Peceii), H=4

CEMBUEBA JIa33aT MBIKTBIOCKKBI3bI, SJKOHOMUKA FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JoKTOpbl, JL.H. I'ymunes
areiHarsl Eypasus ynrTeik yanBepentetiniy npodeccopst (Hyp-Cynran, Kazakcran), H =3

ABUJIBJIMHA Canrtanar KyaTKbI3bl, NeIaroruka FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JTOKTOPEI, IHpodeccop,
E.A.BexeroB arbiHmarsl KaparanIpl MEMIICKETTIK YHHUBEPCHUTETI IIefaroruka KadexpachbIHBIH
menrepymici (Kaparannsl, Kazakcran), H =3

BYJIATBAEBA Kyskanat HypbIMkaHKBI3bI, [EJaroruka FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH  JOKTOPBL,
npodeccop, bl. AnTeiHCapuH aThIHIAFBl ¥JTTHIK OUTIM aKaJeMUSICHIHBIH 0ac FBUIBIMU KbI3METKEpi
(Hyp-Cynran, Kazakcran), H=2

PBIZKAKOB Muxana BukropoBud, nejaroruka FeUTbIMIapbIHBIH TOKTOPEI, podeccop, Peceit
OiniM aKaneMUsIChIHBIH akanemuri, «bitimM Oepyzeri cTangapTTap *oHe MOHHTOPHHIY JKYDPHAJIbIHBIH
0ac penakropsl (Mackey, Peceit), H =2

ECIMJKAHOBA Caiipa PaduxeBHa, 5KOHOMMKA FBUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH OKTOPbI, XaJIbIKapalIblK
OusHec yHHBEpCHUTETIHIH npodeccopsl, (Anmarsl, Kasakcran), H= 3
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IJTABHBII PEJAKTOP:

TYUAMEBAEB XKancent KancenToBH, 10KTOp GUIOTOrHUECKHIX HAYK, IPO(eCccop, MOUETHEIH
ynred HAH PK, pexrop Kazaxckoro HaumoHajnbHOro yHHBepcuTeTa MM. anb-Dapabu (Anmarsl,
Kazaxcran)

YUEHbII CEKPETAPb:

ABBUUIKACBIMOBA Ajima Ecum0ekoBHa, OKTOp TI€JarorMuecKux Hayk, mpodeccop,
akanemuk HAH PK, nupekrop LlenTpa pasButus nemarormyeckoro oopasoBanus KasHITY um. Abas
(Anmarsl, Kazaxcran), H=2

PEJAKHHUOHHAS KOJIJIEI'USI:

CATBIBAJIIUH A3umxaH AGBUIKAMPOBUY, JOKTOp SKOHOMHYECKHX HayK, mpodeccop,
akanemuk HAH PK, mupexrop macTHTyTa DKOHOMUKH (AnMarel, Kasaxcran), H =5

CAITAPBAEB Agnmxanap /[’KyMaHOBHY, TOKTOpP SKOHOMHYECKHX HayK, Tpodeccop, MOYeTHBII
aner HAH PK, mpesunentr MexmayHapomHOH akaJeMHM HHHOBAIMOHHBIX TEXHOJIIOTHH (AJIMAThI,
Kazaxcran), H=6

JYKbSHEHKO Hpuna I'puropseBHa, T0KTOp 5KOHOMHUYECKHUX HAyK, Ipodeccop, 3aBeayromas
kadenpoit HanmonansHoro yausepcurera «Kueo-Morusiackast akagemus» (Kues, Yipanna), H = 2

HINIIOB Cepreii EBrenbeBu4, TOKTOp TEIarorH4ecKUX HaykK, Tpodeccop, 3aBeayIOMINit
kadenpoil MemarormKd M HCHXOJIOTHH  MPOQECCHOHANBHOTO  00pa3oBaHHsS MOCKOBCKOTO
TOCYIapCTBEHHOTO YHUBEPCHUTETa TeXHOJMIOTHH n ympasieHuss umeHun K. PaszymoBckoro (Mocksa,
Poccus), H =4

CEMBMUEBA JIsn3z3at MBIKTBIOEKOBHA, TOKTOP SKOHOMUYECKUX HayK, podeccop EBpasuiickoro
HaioHajabpHOro yHusepcutera uM. JI.H. I'ymunesa (Hyp-Cynran, Kazaxcran), H=3

ABWJIBJAUHA Caaranar KyatoBHa, TOKTOp MeIarornieckux Hayk, mpodeccop, 3aBeayromas
kadenpoit memarormkm Kaparanmuackoro yHuBepcureta umeHu E.A.bykeroBa (Kaparanna,
Kazaxcran), H=3

BYJIATBAEBA Kymkanar HypsiMikaHOBHA, JIOKTOp TEIarormyeckux Hayk, npodeccop,
IJIaBHBII Hay4HbIH coTpyaHUK HarmonanbsHoil akagemun odpazosanust uMeHu bl. Antsiacapuna (Hyp-
Cynran, Kazaxcran), H=3

PBIZKAKOB Muxann BHKTOpPOBHY, JOKTOp MENarormyecKux Hayk, Mpodeccop, aKaJeMuK
Poccuiickoli akagemun 00pa3oBaHMs, TIAaBHBIN peqakTop kypHana «CTaHZapThl ¥ MOHHTOPUHT B
o6pazoBarum» (Mocksa, Poccust), H=2

ECUMXKAHOBA Caiipa PaduxeBHa, TOKTOp SKOHOMHYECCKHX HayK, Ipodeccop YHUBEPCUTETA
MeKTyHapoxHoro ousneca (Anmarsl, Kazaxcran), H=3
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Abstract. As the influence of media continues to grow in the digital age,
integrating media literacy education into language learning environments has
become imperative, urging the educational system to change its pedagogy to be
fully literate in the 21st century. Including media literacy in the school curriculum
offers a transformative pathway for fostering students' critical and creative thinking,
cultural awareness, and digital literacy skills in decoding the diverse media system.
Therefore, this article examines the current state of media literacy education in
foreign language classrooms in Kazakhstan. By assessing the challenges and
opportunities inherent in integrating media literacy into language instruction, this
study sheds light on the potential benefits of fostering media literacy skills among
language learners in Kazakhstan's educational landscape. The study uses a qualitative
methodology consisting of structured interviews with first-year students of Almaty
and Astana universities who arrived from different parts of Kazakhstan. The results
show that although media literacy is officially recognised, it is not a fundamental part
of the national curriculum. Respondents admit that by developing critical thinking,
communication skills and cultural awareness, media literacy increases language
proficiency and equips them with the necessary tools to navigate the complexities
of the modern media space. Purposeful preparation of students for orientation in the
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media space allows them to become effective communicators, discerning information
consumers and active participants equipped with the necessary skills for the 21st
century in a globalised society.

Keywords: Media literacy, English as a Foreign Language, critical thinking,
language proficiency, digital literacy, communication skills, authentic materials,
cultural awareness
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and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Grant Ne AP19680048).
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apTy cebOebiHeH, TinAepAi OKBITyAa OKYLIBIHBIH MeIua CayaTThUIBIFBIH OipiKTipe
JaMbITy MaHBI3[bl MOceliere aifHaaraH. by sxaraii Oinim Oepy xkyiecin 21 Faceipaa
TOJIBIK CayaTThl O0JTy YLIIH IeAarornkachlHa ©3repicTep eHri3y KaKeTTIrUTiH TYAbIPbIIT
oThIp. MekTen oKy OarjapiamMacblHa Me[Ha CayaTThUIBIFBIH €HT3y OKYIIbLIapAbIH
CBIHM JKOHE IIBIFapMAallbUIBIK OWJIaybIH, MOACHU XadapHapibIFblH JKOHE SpTYpIi
Menua KYHeHi amrynarbl OUQPIBIK CayaTTBbUIBIK AafAbUIapblH JaMBITYFa TpaHC-
(hopManusITBIK oI yebiHaabl. Makanana Kasakcranaa Tinaepai OKbITy npouecinae
Menua cayaTThUIBIK OofibiHIIA OinmiM OepydiH Kasipri >kargaibl KapacThIPbUIAIBL.
Tinai oKpITYFa Meaua cayaTTBUIBIKTBI OlpiKTipyre OaimaHbICTHI mpobiemanap MeH
MYMKIHIIKTepi Oaranail OTEIpHII, Oy1 3epTTey KasakcTanHbIH Oi1iM Oepy xyliecinae
TiJI YHpeHyLIIep apacklHAa Melua cayaTThUIbIK JaFJbUIapblH JaMbITYAbIH JI€yeTTi
apTHIKUIBUIBIKTAPBIH aTan eTedi. 3eprreyae KaszakcTaHHBIH op OHIpiHEH KelreH
AnMatbl MeH AcCTaHa JKOFapbl OKY OpPBIHIApBIHBIH OipiHILII KypC CTYAEHTTepiMeH
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KYPBUIBIMJIBIK CYXOaTTaH TYpaThIH camaybl 9jicTeMe KOJIaHbuIabel. HoTmxkenep
KOPBITBIH/IBICHl OOWBIHIIA MEIMA CAyaTTBUIBIK PECMHU TYpJle KaObUITaHFaHBIMEH,
OJ1 YJITTBIK OKYy OarjgapiaMachIHBbIH HEri3ri OeJjiriHe aiHaaMaraHbl aHBIKTAJIIbL.
PecrionienTTep CHIHM O¥iTIaybl, KOMMYHHUKATHBTI JaFIbIIapAbl JKOHE MOJICHN CAHAHBI
JAaMBITA OTBIPHIT, MeIia CayaTThUTBIK TiI/II MEHIepy JCHI€iiH apTThIPaThIHBIH, dpi
OCBHI JIaF[blIap 3aMaHayH aKNapaTThIK KeHICTIKTEe €pKiH KapbIM-KaTbIHAC jKacayFa
cebent OonaTeIHBIH MOWBIHAAWABI. MakcaTTel TypAe OimimManymbuiapasl Menua-
KEHICTIKKe JaibIHIay, oJlapFa TUIMAI KOMMYHHKATOp, aKHaparThl TYTHIHYIIbLIAP
JKOHE ykahaH1aHFaH KOFaMHBIH OCJICEH 11 KaThICYIIbLIAPhI 00JIyFa MYMKIH/IIK Oepe/i.
Ocpuraiima, 21-1m1i FackIpaFbl MaMaHIapFa KOKETTI MaFabpUIapAbl KaTbIITaCTRIPY
MakcaThIHIa OKBITY OMICTEepiH KaiTa KapacTBIPHIT, >KaHAPTBUIFAH OKYy JKOHE
nUpIBIK pecypcTapibl KaMTaMachl3 €Ty apKbUIbl MeIWa CayaTThUIBIKTHI OiliM
OepyliH MaHBI3Ibl Kypamaac 0eiri peTiHe TaHy YChIHbLIA b,
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Annotanusi. C IpoJOIDKEHUEM POCTa BIHSHUS MeIUa B DIIOXY UPPOBBIX TeX-
HOJIOTHI MHTETpaus 00yUSHHS METUarpaMOTHOCTH B CPEy U3YUCHUSI SI3bIKOB CTaja
HacyIIHOH HEOOXOIMMOCTBIO, TTOOYKIasi CHCTeMY OOpa30BaHWS W3MECHHTH CBOIO
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MeIaroTUKy BCOOTBETCTBUU CTpeOoBaHussMU 2 | Beka. BkirtoueHne Me1narpaMoTHOCTH
B NIKOJILHYO MPOrpaMMy OTKpPBIBACT MNPEOOpasyrooIuil MmyTh JUIS Pa3BUTHS
KPUTHYECKOTO ¥ TBOPYECKOTO MBIIIJICHHUS YUAIIUXCS, KYJABTYPHOH OCBEJOMIIEHHOCTH
Y HaBBIKOB IU(PPOBOI rpaMOTHOCTH B pabOTE C pa3HBIMHU Me/1a CucTeMaMu. B crarbe
paccMarpuBaeTCsl TEKyILIee COCTOSHHE OOyueHHs MeIuarpaMOTHOCTH B IIKOJAx
Kazaxcrana. OuenuBasi mpo0OieMbl ¥ BO3MOMKHOCTH, CBS3aHHBIE C HHTETpaluer
MeINarpaMoOTHOCTH B OOy4eHHUE SI3bIKY, HAIlle MCCICAOBaHME MPOJIMBACT CBET Ha
MIOTCHI[UAIBHBIC MPEHMYIIECTBA PA3BUTHS HABBIKOB MEIMATPAMOTHOCTH CPEIU
Mmonoaexu Kazaxcrana. B mccienoBanuu uenosb3yeTcs KadecTBEHHAs METOO0JIOT S,
COCTOSIIIAs U3 CTPYKTYPHUPOBAHHBIX HHTEPBBIO CO CTYIEHTAMH [IEPBOTO Kypca By30B
Anmarel U AcTaHbl, TPUOBIBIIMX W3 pa3HBIX YroyikoB Ka3zaxcrana. Pesymbrarhbl
[TOKa3bIBAOT, YTO, XOTSI MEHATrPAMOTHOCTh O(DUIIMAIBHO IIPU3HAHA, OHA HE SIBIISIETCS
(byHIAMEHTAIbHOW YacThIO0 HAIIMOHAIBLHOW y4eOHOH MporpaMMbl. PecriOHICHTHI
MIPU3HAIOT, YTO, Pa3BUBAsi KPUTUYCCKOE MBIILICHHE, KOMMYHUKATHBHBIC HABBIKUA U
KyJABTYPHYIO OCBEOMJICHHOCTh, MEAUArPaMOTHOCTD TTOBBIIIAET YPOBEHb BIIa/ICHHS
SI3BIKOM WM BOOPYXACT HMX HEOOXOAWMBIMH HMHCTPYMEHTAMHU JUISI OPHCHTAIUH B
CIIOHOCTSIX COBPEMEHHOTO MEAMa-NPOCTpaHCcTBa. LleneHanpaBineHHas moaroToBKa
yyaluxcsi K OPUEHTHPOBAHHMIO B MEAUA-MIPOCTPAHCTBE, JACT UM BO3MOXKHOCTb
cTatb A(PQPEKTUBHBIMU KOMMYHUKaTOpaMH, pa300pYMBBIMH  MOTPEOUTEIIMHU
vH(pOpMAIMK ¥ aKTHBHBIMH YYaCTHHKaMHU IJ100aJIn30BaHHOTO oOriecTBa. Takum
00pa3zoM, peKOMEHAYETCsl MPU3HATH MEANArPAMOTHOCTh BaKHEUIIIMM KOMIIOHEHTOM
00pa3oBaHusl IMyTEM I[EPEeCMOTPa METOAOB IPENOJaBaHUsl W IPEIOCTaBICHHS
OOHOBJIEHHBIX O0YYAIOIIUX U HUPPOBBIX PECYPCOB, YTOOBI OOYUUTDH CIIEIHATHCTOB
HeOOXOAMMBIM HaBbIKaM 21-ro Beka.

KuaroueBbie cjioBa MeIuarpaMOTHOCTb, aHIJIMHCKUI KaK MHOCTPAHHBIN S3BIK,
KPUTHUYECKOE MBINUICHNUE, BIAJICHUE SI3BIKOM, HHU(pPOBas TpPaMOTHOCTh, KOMMY-
HUKaTHBHbBIC HABBIKU, Ay TCHTUYHBIC MaTePHAIIbI, KyJIbTypHasl OCBEJIOMIICHHOCTb

Cmambvs 6bINOIHEHA 8 PAMKAX 2PAHMOB020 (QUHAHCUPOBAHUSL NO HAVUHBIM U
(unu) Hayuno-mexnuueckum npoexmam va 2023—2025 20061 Munucmepcmea Hayku
u evicuteco oopazosanus Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman (I paum Ne AP196800438).

Introduction

In an era marked by the ubiquity of media platforms, education and lifelong
learning are enhanced through media literacy (ML). The ability to critically analyse
and interpret media messages is a new advancement trend that ensures quality
education. However, ML s still in its early stages in Kazakhstan and needs to be taught
formally in schools; it is vital for informed citizenship and effective communication.
Integrating ML into English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms provides a
unique opportunity to enhance language proficiency while nurturing critical thinking,
cultural awareness, and digital literacy competencies. Therefore, this article explores
the status of media literacy education (MLE) within the context of foreign language
classrooms in Kazakhstan, acknowledging the significance of equipping learners
with the skills to engage critically with media content. Through qualitative structured
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interviews, this study aimed to examine the opinions of EFL teachers on MLE and
how it is incorporated in their classroom setting. Two research questions guide this
study:

- What is the EFL teachers’ perception of ML in education?

- How is ML demonstrated in an EFL classroom?

Kazakh youths unconsciously practice ML in different contexts, exposing
themselves to different media types, but it is not integral to all students' educational
experiences. Therefore, there is a need for pedagogical solutions to provide teachers
with appropriate teaching tools to empower their students with skills to critically
evaluate the authenticity, credibility, and intent behind the messages they receive
(Akhmetova, 2016; Akhmetova et al., 2017). As the media's influence on knowledge
consumption and production grows, it is essential to introduce media education in
schools and create a 'critical' pedagogy to implement it effectively. This justifies
the need to develop students' critical communication skills by connecting English
language acquisition and MLE (Chelysheva, 2018). Teaching ML within the context
of an EFL classroom can empower students to become more discerning consumers
of information while enhancing their language skills.

Initially, the term 'literacy' referred to one's ability to read and write. However,
the word's meaning expanded as communication and information technologies
developed. Nowadays, "literacy" encompasses the capability of reading and writing
printed texts and engaging with various visual, aural, and digital multimodal forms
of communication (Luke & Dooley, 2011: 861). UNESCO has defined literacy as
the aptitude to identify, comprehend, interpret, create, communicate, and compute
using printed and written materials in various contexts. Moreover, literacy represents
a continuous learning process that empowers individuals to achieve their objectives,
expand their knowledge and potential, and actively participate in their community
and society (UNESCO, 2013: 23).

ML in formal education is now essential due to increased student media
consumption. Education should no longer focus on traditional reading and writing
skills. Nowadays, students need to be able to comprehend and create messages in
various forms and symbols. Buckingham (Buckingham, 2003: 8) emphasises that
every practice requires specific skills. Therefore, the school curriculum should be
updated to include relevant media content for practical learning purposes.

Although ML has shown promising outcomes and is increasingly recognised
as an essential part of education, there are still challenges in developing the field,
especially regarding classroom practices. Schools have historically devalued people's
experiences with popular culture and even called for rejecting its inappropriate and
harmful content. This negative perception of the relationship between media and
teaching-learning operations is confirmed by Hobbs (Hobbs, 2011a). However,
experts argue that schools should address this disparity by integrating ML into
classroom practices (Buckingham, 2007, 2013, 2015; Fedorov, 2009; Hobbs, 2011a,
2015, 2018). By incorporating ML into the learning process, students can build on
their out-of-school experiences with popular culture and develop critical and creative
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competencies to access different media forms more rationally and informally.
Promoting ML skills in formal and informal education helps students understand
and enjoy the nature of the mass media they are exposed. It strengthens their capacity
to participate fully in society as critical consumers and active producers (Hobbs,
2011b).

According to Hobbs and McGee (Hobbs and McGee, 2014), MLE has quickly
become an important part of the K-12 curriculum as a set of essential skills for
learning. However, there are significant differences in the methods used to implement
MLE in different places. The literature review confirms that one of the most exciting
issues related to media literacy education is how it should be taught in educational
settings. Since the early 20th century, the historical evolution of ML has continued
to be the subject of debates among scholars and educators (Luke & Dooley, 2011;
Buckingham, 2015; Fedorov & Mikhaleva, 2020; Hobbs, 2018). These debates have
focused on determining whether ML should be taught as an independent subject or
as part of a cross-curricular approach, at what grade levels it should be taught, and
how to evaluate it.

Experts in ML emphasise the powerful impact of integrating ML into the core
curriculum. Buckingham (Buckingham, 2013) argues that ML is an essential and
stimulating component of the current curriculum and should be integrated into all
curriculum subjects (Buckingham, 2015: 89). Hobbs (Hobbs, 2018) also asserts
that ML can be incorporated at any grade level and in any subject area, such as
social sciences, language, arts, history, health education, communication, and scien-
ces. Other supporters of ML suggest that integrating it into other subjects helps stu-
dents better understand and engage in media activities, even if the teacher needs
qualifications and training in the field (Scheibe & Rogow, 2012). Furthermore, this
integration enhances the overall teaching and learning process (Hobbs & McGee,
2014).

Discussing ML within language education is crucial as cognitive and language
development are closely related (Kellner & Share, 2019: 119). The ML approach
stimulates individuals' critical thinking skills, and as such, introducing it in a foreign
language teaching environment is essential to provide additional language input and
increase learners’ understanding. Since the 1960s, English schools and departments
have been at the forefront of encouraging the study of mass media (Hobbs, 2011b:
421). English language teachers are particularly likely to incorporate new classroom
practices, including popular culture, to increase their students’ language proficiency
and production. When students are asked to recall their media experiences in
educational settings, they become more motivated to master linguistic knowledge.
This process, referred to as "democratisation" by Buckingham (Buckingham, 2015:
9), involves the gradual recognition of students' out-of-school cultures as valid and
worthy of consideration in the school curriculum along with enhancing learners'
language acquisition; language educators expose learners to authentic linguistic
contexts to foster their cultural sensitivity and encourage active engagement with
diverse media forms (Akhmetova, 2016: 1754).
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Additionally, incorporating ML interventions into the English language
classroom enables educators to assess better their students' abilities in areas such as
comprehension, vocabulary building, and speaking (Hobbs & McGee, 2014). For
instance, when students are asked to communicate in a language not their mother
tongue, such as English, they may feel hesitant and less confident. However, by
utilising various forms of media, including language, sound, imagery, and multimedia
technology, educators can quickly assist students in developing their language
skills independently. Masterman (Masterman, 1985) suggests that the ML approach
primarily focuses on students' sense of "superiority". Adopting ML in the English
language curriculum encourages students to participate and engage in class, allowing
them to express themselves as active, autonomous, and responsible individuals using
familiar media content. Experts in ML can become intelligent consumers of products
and information by understanding and recognising the influence and significance
behind media messages (Jolls & Thoman, 2014; Kellner & Share, 2019; Jolls, 2015).
Therefore, integrating ML into EFL classrooms encourages students to be aware of
the impact of media on language and society and empowered to think and express
their ideas effectively while making decisions about message consumption or/and
content production.

Methods

The Landscape of Media Literacy Education in Kazakhstan:

This section of the article presents an overview of the current state of ML
education in Kazakhstan, examining its significance in the country's rapidly evolving
digital environment.

This section of the article presents an overview of the current state of ML
education in Kazakhstan, examining its significance in the country's rapidly evolving
digital environment.

Media education development in the 21st century in Kazakhstan is closely
connected with the intensive development of media technologies and the introduction
of media into the educational space as teaching materials. In many ways, this process
was facilitated by the appeal to the world experience of media education. Kazakh
researchers and practitioners have strengthened the positions of the theory of critical
thinking, semiotic, culturological and sociocultural approaches as key theoretical
platforms for the development of the media educational process in the country
(Akhmetova et al., 2013; Akhmetova, 2016; Chelysheva, 2018).

The fundamental documents of the world community concerning the
development of media competence and the formation of a new information society
were also crucial for Kazakh educators and researchers in media education. The
media educational ideas of UNESCO and the Council of Europe are reflected in the
concepts of Kazakh media pedagogy, aiming the country to introduce the mass media
education process into the content of curricula of secondary and higher educational
institutions. Moving away from the purely practical approach to media education,
characteristic of the previous period and which included teaching computer literacy
to the population of Kazakhstan, the country is developing ideas for the development
of Media and Information Literacy (MIL), defined as "awareness of the right to free
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access to information, including media, the ability to use this right, including the
right to freedom of expression and participation in mass media" (Akhmetova et al.,
2013: 1627).

Kazakhstani researchers consider the concept of media and information literacy
in unison with the fundamental documents of UNESCO. It is an ecosystem that
includes "almost the entire range of means and methods of information dissemination
— from traditional books to the latest IT developments. This includes ML, library,
news, computer, digital literacy, freedom of access, self-expression, Internet literacy,
literacy in cinema, television, advertising, computer games, etc." (Akhmetova, 2016:
1754). Since 2002, UNESCO has supported activities for developing media and
information literacy in Central Asia, including Kazakhstan. This initiative prioritises
empowering citizens, especially young people, to access information and knowledge
and encouraging member countries to integrate media and information literacy
(MIG) into curricula and national strategies, together with youth organisations and
other partners (UNESCO, 2013).

Media education in Kazakhstan has experienced significant growth since
2010, with a noticeable impact on the state's information policies and civil society
activities. Media organisations have been instrumental in training non-governmental
leaders in cutting-edge technologies through the online media and information
literacy platform MediaSabak (http://www.mediasabak.org/ru/books/), while online
government services are also available. One of the central theoretical platforms of
mass media education in the context of the development of Kazakhstan's national
media system is the development of critical thinking. A person with a critical eye on
the media world can respond adequately to provocative messages, thereby protecting
himself and society from encroachments on the free and stable development of the
individual and the state (Chelysheva, 2018).

The literature review reveals that Kazakh media educators and researchers have
proposed the idea of media and information literacy to address the issue of individuals'
media competence. This approach involves developing the skills to independently
and critically evaluate media information and the ability to analyse and creatively
engage with media content. This concept has implications for the development of
theoretical approaches to media education.

Another critical aspect of modern media education in Kazakhstan is to address
the problems of the structure of the media text, the problems of the media language
as a means of transmitting information, combining not only lexical components,
that is, words, but also technical effects, which are expressed in symbols and codes.
Directors, camera operators and journalists skillfully use these symbols and codes to
create the atmosphere. With their help, media industry professionals place accents
and broadcast ideas, information and knowledge. Working with media text, Kazakh
researchers pay special attention to the concept of an attitude to the perception
of media text, which allows preparing the audience for thoughtful and critical
communication with media production, and recognition of ethical and sociocultural
contexts in it (Chelysheva, 2018: 218).
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The reliance on theoretical platforms for developing critical thinking, semiotic,
culturological and sociocultural approaches to media education, characteristic of
many countries of the world, is reflected in the methods and technologies of media
education used in Kazakhstan. For example, Kazakh researchers emphasise the
attitude towards media text, aiming to prepare the audience for critical and thoughtful
communication with media production. They also recognise the importance of
ethical and sociocultural contexts. Moreover, as a media consumer, it is essential
to remember that the first step in processing information is the initial mindset or
attitude with which you approach it (Akhmetova et al., 2013). One of the essential
features of the development of modern media education in the world is the creation
and functioning of scientific and educational centres dealing with media education
topics. There are no powerful national media education centres, associations and
other structures in Kazakhstan yet in Kazakhstan's media education structure. In
addition, "cultural peculiarities do not allow mechanical copying of foreign media
educational programs and standards in the region, and therefore an atypical picture is
observed: theory follows practice". In this regard, an essential role in the development
of mass media education is assigned to information centres, which, along with issues
of information literacy, see their tasks in the development of media competence,
including the ability to think critically, fully perceive, interpret, analyse, and evaluate

media content (1627 Akhmetova, 2016: 1757).

Although MLE has been a component of education in most developed countries
for decades, it is in its infancy in Kazakhstan. Only a few Kazakh educational
institutions have incorporated MLE into their study plans. There are several reasons
why transforming education has been challenging, including insufficient teacher
training, inadequate technical support, excessive emphasis on drill and practice
programs, reluctance to depart from traditional teaching methods, and limited time.
One of the main challenges is the case that the Kazakh government defines ML
alongside digital one quite narrowly as the technical skills associated with the use
of the Internet to search for data, access social services, production of various media
products (i.e. videos, blogs, websites), using media products as teaching materials
(i.e. for reading, listening) (State program on Digital Kazakhstan, 2017). However,
educators in Kazakhstan acknowledge the importance of maintaining MLE in higher
education to increase young specialists' awareness of media content and their ability
to recognise, resist, and respond to fake news and disinformation to become intelligent
consumers of information and effective communicators in a media-saturated world
as knowledge about the media, their activities and strategies is becoming an essential
educational resource in the 21st century. The following section will be devoted to the
research questions analysis.

Statement on Ethics.

Our online test adhered to all necessary ethical and scientific standards for
conducting research with humans, as outlined in the HRA's Article 51, paragraph 2.
We collected data on gender, age, and study status in a pseudo-anonymous manner.

Data analyses.
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This section details the research methodology used to gather and analyse data for
this study. It begins by outlining the research design, which includes information about
the sampling process, research setting, and data collection tools. The second section
provides a brief overview of the analysis and interpretation of the data. The approach
used for this paper is qualitative research, specifically structured interviewing. These
interviews aimed to collect insights from numerous EFL teachers regarding ML
and the best practices for ML classrooms. Structured interviews encouraged greater
involvement and commitment from respondents and facilitated a high degree of data
comparison. The interviews were conducted in March 2023 and lasted between 30
and 40 minutes.

Our research involved 159 first-year students with 107 female interviewees and
52 males from three universities located in Almaty City (al-Farabi Kazakh National
University (al-Farabi University), Gumilev Eurasian National University (Gumilev
University), and Narxoz University. The interview was also employed with the
students' nine English teachers. The participants in the interview came from nearly
all regions of Kazakhstan and had diverse educational backgrounds. The selection
criteria for the interview was to ensure representation from all 14 regions of the
country. Before the interviews, the participants were asked to give their informed
consent, explaining the importance of their feedback for the relevant research. Almost
all interviewees agreed to answer the questions promptly, but some initially hesitated
before agreeing. The survey ensured that data confidentiality was maintained and did
not require respondents to provide their names. However, they were asked whether
they were from an urban or rural area (See Table 1).

The aim was to gather multiple perspectives and encourage engagement and
commitment from interviewees. Following the discussions, each question was
thoroughly analysed. The analysis of interview questions focused on coding and
categorising data patterns to identify meanings and topics. This process aimed to
create a cohesive data structure and ensure its reliability.

Table 1. Gender Distribution Among Participants

Background | Total Gender Universities
Female | Male | Al-Farabi University | Gumilyov University | Narxoz University
Students 159 | 107 52 |71 49 39
Urban 56 |37 19 |27 11 18
Rural 103 |70 33 |44 38 21
Teachers 9 5 4 4 4 1
Results

Participants were asked if they were familiar with "media literacy" or "media
education" to start the survey. All respondents confirmed their knowledge of the
term, with some stating that it is a modern educational approach that has emerged
due to globalisation, new media, and digital culture. They emphasised that ML is
essential for contemporary learning skills, especially for children and young people,
to confront current media challenges effectively. In addition, one-fourth of recipients
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noted that ML involves using information and communication technology (ICT) by
teachers and students.

During a subsequent question, interviewees were asked for their opinions
on the government's attempts to promote ML within the education system. Most
respondents agreed that although ML is included in official policy, it has yet to be
implemented. Nearly 60 % of respondents noted that traditional teaching methods
are still prevalent in Kazakhstan and that literacy is often thought solely in reading
and writing skills. Around half of the respondents acknowledged that the Ministry
of Education is making some visible efforts. They agreed that there is a push to
incorporate ICT in teaching and learning.

Regarding the EFL syllabus, teachers were asked how ML can be integrated
as a cross-curricular subject. All teachers agreed that secondary school English
textbooks cover some units and courses on media-related topics. However, some
interviewees pointed out that these lessons primarily focus on teaching vocabulary
related to media and new technology. More than 50 % of those surveyed believed
that teaching about the media in the EFL curriculum takes a protective approach by
highlighting the risks and disadvantages of media. A teacher noted that the English
textbook emphasises that media is never neutral and designed to convey specific
messages. Many EFL teachers feel that the curriculum needs to encourage students
to use media to advance critical thinking skills and awareness of the information they
consume.

The interview's second half focused on ML practices in the EFL classroom. Many
teachers shared the belief that even though it is not part of the Kazakh education
system, ML can still be achieved through educators' dedication and hard work.
According to a teacher, instructors can encourage ML by creating a conducive
environment where students are active participants rather than passive listeners.
When teaching English, some respondents include ML activities such as listening to
English songs in the classroom, working on print articles, having students write their
own, and discussing TV programs. However, they noted that they only sometimes
plan to incorporate these activities. Only one teacher mentioned regularly teaching
vocabulary through songs. This teacher found that students were more engaged when
she used media to supplement traditional teaching methods. Certain teachers have a
preference for following the textbook closely.

In contrast, others recognise the value of ML interventions and believe they can
enhance students' learning attitudes and linguistic skills. However, many teachers
would require specialised training and equipment to incorporate ML activities
effectively. Overall, the consensus among teachers is that ML should be included
in foreign language teaching to enhance students' abilities to speak, listen, read, and
write.

In addition, participants were asked to specify the primary objectives of MLE.
Educators acknowledge that incorporating ML into an English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) classroom aids in stimulating and involving students in learning. Teachers
think that students require innovative techniques for learning and teaching that
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differ from the conventional methods they are accustomed to. As per the feedback,
integrating ML fosters a lively classroom atmosphere and enhances students'
academic performance. According to a teacher, she encourages her students to use
English when communicating with each other in the classroom. She achieves this
by requesting them to share their opinions about a TV show, movie, or other media
text. Despite making some mistakes, the students are highly motivated and actively
engage in the interaction. The teacher is amazed by their involvement.

Teachers emphasise that teaching ML helps students develop critical and creative
skills. The core of MLE is critical thinking, which involves equipping learners with
the ability to use media intelligently and independently. This includes understanding,
analysing, interpreting, and evaluating the various meanings conveyed through
media. In addition, communicative and productive skills allow learners to engage
intellectually, culturally, and civically.

Another question aimed to discover teachers' primary challenges when incorpo-
rating ML in education, mainly in teaching English as a foreign language (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Interview-based Challenge Categories in Percentage

According to teachers, the main obstacle to including ML in Kazakh schools is
the need for more facilities and educational materials. They have noted that schools
lack technical resources, such as computers, wireless connections, data projectors,
speakers, and other necessary devices. One teacher emphasised that ML can only be
taught with these resources in every classroom. According to one teacher, specific
schools, particularly those in rural areas, face issues with subpar infrastructure and
a lack of academic resources. Additional educators pointed out that a significant
challenge is more ML training for teachers. They emphasised that specialised training
is necessary for teachers to deal effectively with the new course (Table 2).

Table 2. Navigating Challenges: Introducing Media Literacy Education in Kazakhstan

lack of public awareness

limited resources and infrastructure

1
2
3 urban-rural division
4 resistance to change
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5 limited teacher training
6 absence of monitoring and evaluation instruments
7 outdated curriculum materials

Participants were asked to share their thoughts and suggestions as the interview
ended. All of the teachers emphasised the importance of the Ministry of Education
and other stakeholders implementing policies and taking actions to address the
ML project. They recommended investing in facilities and training to support this
initiative. Some educators proposed a significant overhaul to the curriculum and
teaching methods, recognising the importance of teaching students about media
across all grade levels. Additional educators advocated for a robust collaboration
between families and schools to foster student ML. They pointed out that students
often begin using media at home and thus emphasised the need to address their out-
of-school media experiences critically.

Discussion

According to the findings, respondents know the importance of advancing ML.
With the rise of high culture and students' frequent exposure to media, teachers in
this study believe that MLE is valuable and practical. They expressed concern and
motivation to integrate it into their classroom teachings. The high media consumption
rate, the rapid expansion of media industries in contemporary societies, the growing
significance of visual communication, and the urgent need to educate students to meet
future requirements are driving forces behind the development of media education
programs Masterman (Masterman, 1985: 34).

A recent study suggests that education in Kazakhstan needs to move beyond
traditional teaching practices and update its curriculum content. The current integration
of ML into the EFL syllabus is not practical. Although all EFL teachers interviewed
had taught about the media in their curriculum, most admitted that these lessons only
focused on protectionist and defensive goals. However, we acknowledge that media
education should be an analytical and evaluative study that empowers recipients to
become active and free users who can delve into every media text rather than protect
themselves from its potential harm. Moreover, teaching only about the pros and cons
of media does not enhance students' critical thinking and media learning abilities.
Connecting the curriculum content and students' interests and experiences outside
the textbook is crucial to achieving this objective. Students must understand the
meaning behind media messages and explore the implicit aspects before the explicit
ones.

According to survey respondents, the most exciting goal of incorporating ML
into the curriculum is to enhance students' critical and creative abilities. They also
confirmed that practising ML in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classes helps
engage them inside and outside the classroom and improve their learning skills.

Media scholars have identified several obstacles to the effective implementation of
MLE in schools, including the absence of a conventional foothold in school settings
(Hobbs & McGee, 2014; Hobbs, 2018; Jolls & Johnsen, 2018). In this study, EFL
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teachers agreed that they lacked the necessary training to teach ML effectively. They
also cited the need for more training as one of the main obstacles to integrating ML
as independent or cross-curricular subjects in Kazakh schools. In general, teachers
frequently use media literacy as a teaching tool without receiving formal training. As
Hobbs (Hobbs, 2015: 53—54) points out, many teachers need to work on ML while
attempting to engage students, generate interest in learning, and realise that extensive
scholarship and theory exist. To effectively teach ML, ongoing training and support
are necessary. Therefore, teachers require professional education in ML to acquire
the academic knowledge, practical skills, and technological abilities necessary for
successful teaching and learning.

Additionally, EFL teachers have identified a significant obstacle to developing
MLE in Kazakhstan. According to the interviewees, classrooms in the country
need more primary ML resources and technological equipment such as computer
hardware, internet connection, data projectors, and TV monitors. Chelysheva
(Chelysheva, 2018) states that MLE in the United States predominantly focuses on
creating materials and curriculum. Akhmetova (Akhmetova, 2017) outlined that
the biggest hindrances to teaching ML are the need for more school support and
the demanding workload in Kazakhstan. Various challenges need to be addressed
in education, such as managing expenses, ensuring access to necessary materials
and resources, providing adequate teacher training and professional development,
working within curriculum constraints, and dealing with time constraints.

Integrating MLE in Kazakhstan presents promising opportunities and distinct
challenges. During the interview described in the previous section, we examine
the obstacles educators and policymakers face in introducing ML education in the
Kazakhstani context. Acknowledging these challenges, we made a list of challenges
that block effectively navigating ML and fostering a media-literate society in
Kazakhstan.

The primary challenge outlined by the respondents was the need for more public
awareness. The interviewees emphasised the need for widespread public awareness
of the importance of ML education. With a clear understanding of its value,
stakeholders might fully support its integration into the education system. Public
awareness fosters the collaboration between government agencies, educational
institutions, media organisations, and civil society and maintains their effectiveness
in media literacy integration.

Nextwas named the limited resources and infrastructure. Kazakhstan's educational
infrastructure, including technology accessibility and classroom resources, poses
challenges to implementing ML education. Inequal access to digital devices and the
Internet could lead to disparities in learning experiences. It might cause difficulties
in equipping students to critically evaluate sources, discern credible information, and
recognise potential biases.

Another challenge that potentially resisted changes was the need for curriculum
integration and teacher training. Unfortunately, stakeholders have not yet recognised
ML as an essential and fundamental component of the national curriculum. Teachers
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must gain the necessary training to incorporate media literacy concepts into their
subjects effectively. However, the reason for that was rooted in Kazakhstan's diverse
cultural and linguistic landscape. Adapting media literacy materials and concepts
to different languages and cultures can be complex, requiring sensitivity to local
contexts while addressing global media issues. In addition, challenging traditional
teaching methods and promoting critical thinking can face resistance from students
accustomed to rote learning. The current social situation in Kazakhstan urges the
need to explore strategies for engaging students and fostering a culture of inquiry.

Forth navigating challenges: introducing ML education in Kazakhstan identified
the need for bridging the urban-rural divide. Differences between urban and
rural areas regarding technology access and educational opportunities can create
disparities in media literacy education. Therefore, strategies to bridge this gap need
to be considered.

The last but not slightest challenge was the absence of monitoring and evaluation
instruments. Evaluating the effectiveness of media literacy education poses challenges
in developing appropriate assessment methods and tracking long-term impacts.

At the end of the interview, respondents indicated that additional support is
needed to advance the ML project in Kazakh educational settings. The development
of ML education involves involving stakeholders to establish strategic guidelines for
implementing and assessing systematic teaching methods.

Conclusion

In this paper, we examine the ML level in Kazakh education, focusing on the EFL
classroom. Through qualitative interviews, we uncover the perspectives of former
secondary school graduates on ML education, mainly based on their secondary school
experience. After considering the preceding discussion, we hypothesise that ML has
the potential to control students' media consumption and utilise it for productive
learning and active engagement in an EFL educational environment. In addition,
introducing ML education in EFL classrooms offers a transformative pathway for
fostering students’ critical thinking, cultural awareness, and language proficiency.
Identifying challenges specific to the Kazakhstani context may impede the seamless
integration of ML into national education. Challenges such as lack of public
awareness, limited resources and infrastructure, lack of curriculum integration and
teacher training, need for bridging the urban-rural divide, resistance to change,
limited teacher training, absence of monitoring and evaluation instruments, the need

for updated curriculum materials to address the rapidly changing media landscape
and varying levels of digital access are discussed. The current education system
needs more tools for teachers and students to effectively implement a successful
media literacy program. Therefore, we identify the primary essential promising areas
of development of school and university media education in Kazakhstan:

- the active introduction of methods and technologies of media pedagogy in the
educational process of schools and universities;

- further development of the introduction of the media educational component in
the educational programs of general and vocational education;
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- incorporating principles and values of ML education as a fundamental component
of national education strategies and plans into the national curriculum;

- Including media competence as one of the fundamental components of
professional competencies in the competence model of a teacher of all majors;

- Engaging various stakeholders, including government agencies, educational
institutions, international institutions, NGOs, the private sector, and community-
based organisations, could provide valuable resources and insights for promoting
ML education;

- developing coordinating efforts across various ministries, government agencies,
and educational institutions allows a collaborative and systematic approach for a
holistic approach to ML education;

-establishing proper monitoring and evaluation mechanisms of existing education
policies and curricula to assess the effectiveness of ML integration efforts.

By responsibly preparing learners to navigate the media landscape, educators
empower them to become effective communicators, discerning information
consumers, and active participants in a globalised society. As a result, it is
recommended that ML is recognised as a crucial component of education at any
level by revising teaching methods and offering training and digital resources to
equip educators with the necessary skills for the 21st century.
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