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KAWBIPBIMABIABIK KOPHI

HALYK

CHARITY FOUNDATION

B 2016 rogy nns pa3BUTHS W YIY4YLIEHHUS KauecTBa JKM3HU Ka3axXCTaHLEB
ObUT co37aH 4acTHbI bnarorBoputenbHbIdl (oHI «Xanblky». 3a TOAbl CBOCH
JeSITeIbHOCTH HAa pealiu3aluio OJIarOTBOPHUTENBHBIX IPOEKTOB B O0JACTIX
o0pa3oBaHusl M HayKW, COLMAIbHOW 3alIMUTBI, KyJIbTYpPBbI, 31paBOOXPAHEHUS U
cnopta, @onj BeIienun Oonee 45 MUIIMAPAOB TEHTE.

Ocoboe BHUMaHHMe bnaroTBopuTenbHBIA (QOHI «XalbIK» yAelseT
0o0pa3oBaTeJIbHBIM POIPAMMAaM, CUUTAsl 3TO HAlPABICHUE OJHUM U3 KIIOUEBBIX
B cBoel AestenbHOCTH. OKa3pIBasi MOAACPIKKY OTEUECTBEHHOMY OOpa30BaHMIO,
@oH/ BHOCHT CBOH MOCHIJIBHBIN BKJIA] B Pa3BUTHE KAY€CTBEHHOTO 00pa30BaHUS
B Kazaxcrane. Tem cambIM CHOCOOCTBYSl POCTy 4YHCJIa JIOACH, CIIOCOOHBIX
MEHATH JKM3Hb B CTpaHe K JydliemMy — HOpo(ecCHOHaJOoB B pPa3iUYHBIX
cthepax, MOTEHIMANBHBIX JHUAEPOB U «BEIHKHX yMOB». OTHON W3 3HAYNMBIX
nHULOUATUB QoHna «Xanblk» B oOpa3zoBaTesnbHON cdepe cran npoekt Ozgeris
powered by Halyk Fund — nepBsiii B cTpane Ou3Hec-uHKYyOaTOp AJS yUaIIUXCS
9-11 wiraccoB, KOTOPBIM TOMOTAET pa3BHUBATh HEOOXOAUMEBIE B COBPEMEHHOM
MUpE OpeIlpUHUMATEIbCKUE HaBBIKM. Tak, Ha coxelicTBHE MalloMy OH3HECy
LIKOJIBHUKOB ObUT0 BIAEIeHO Oosiee 200 rpanTOB. J{J1s MOAIEPIKKY TaJaHTINBBIX
1 MOTHUBHUPOBAaHHBIX JeTeil POH/I HEOAHOKPATHO BBIAEIA I'PAHTHI HA 00ydeHHE
B MexnyHapoaHo# mkone «Mupac» u B Astana IT University, a Tak:xe oMor
Ka3aXCTaHCKUM HIKOJIbHUKAM IIPUHATH y4yacTHe BIIpecTHKHOM KoHKypce «USTEM
Robotics» B CILIA. ABTOopckue pabOTHI B paMKax mpoekTa « TomiMrep», KOTOpoMy
@doHp oKazad MOANEPHKKY, JETIIM B OCHOBY y4eOHOM MporpamMmsbl, y4eOHUKOB H
y4e0HO-METOANYECKUX KHUT 10 mpenmMery «OCHOBBI MpeANpPUHUMATENECTBA U
ouszHecay, mpenomaBaemoro B 10-11 kimaccax ka3aXxCTaHCKHX IITKOJT M KOJIIEKEH.

IToMmuMO MOMOIIYN IIKONIBHUKAM, yHalIUMCs KoJemke u crynentam Ooujg
CYMTAeT BaYKHBIM BHECTH CBOHM BKJIAJ B MOBBIIICHNE KBaTU(PUKAIUN TIEIarOr0OB,
COBEpIICHCTBOBAHNE WX 3HAHWI W HABBIKOB, ITOCKOJBKY HMEHHO OHH SIBIISIOTCS
MPOBOAHMKAMHU 3HAHMM OyZylIMX IMOKOJEHWH KazaxcraHueB. llpu mopnmepikke
®onna «Xaaelk» B IOKHOW CTONHUIE OBLT OPraHM30BaH €KETOMHBIN TOPOACKON
KOHKypC miefaroroB «Almaty Digital Ustaz.

BakxHO! MHUIMATHBOW CTasl peaju3yeMblid MIPOEKT MO OOyYEHHIO OCHOBaM
(hMHAHCOBOW TPaMOTHOCTH MIpemnojaBareneil u3 BocbMu obOnacteir Kazaxcrana,
YTO JOJDKHO OKa3aTh CYIIECTBEHHOE BJIHMSHUE Ha BOCHHUTaHHE (DUHAHCOBOM
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CPAaMOTHOCTH U NPEANPUHUMATEIBCKOTO MBIIUICHUS Yy HOBOIO TOKOJICHUS
rpakJaH CTPaHBI.

Heo6xomumyto momomrs @oug «Xaidblk» OKa3blBaeT M T€M, KTO 0COOEHHO
OCTpPO B HEel HyxkjaaeTcs. B pamkax conuanbHON 3aIIUTHI HACEICHUS aKTUBHO
MIPOBOJUTCS paboTa 1Mo MOMIEPIKKE AETEH, OCTABIIUXCS 0e3 poauTesei, neTei u
B3pOCIIBIX U3 COLUMAIBHO YSI3BUMbIX CIOEB HACEJEHHUS, JIFOIeH C OrpaHUYEHHBIMU
BO3MOXKHOCTSIMHU, & TaK)K€ 00CCIICUCHHUIO HYKIAIOIUXCS COLMAIBHBIM KUIbEM,
CTPOUTEIHCTBY COITMATBFHO BAKHBIX 00BEKTOB, TAKUX KaK JETCKHE CaJIbl, JETCKHE
IJIOIIAIKU U (DU3KYIBTYPHO-03/I0POBUTEITHHBIE KOMILIEKCHI.

B xomuiiky no6psix gaen @onjga « Xaabik» MOKHO J00aBUTh OKa3aHHUE ITOMOIIU
JIETCKOMY CIIOPTY, KyZla OTHOCHTCS MOJAJIEPKKa B PA3BUTHHU JIETCKOTO (yTOOIA 1
Kapare B Hamel cTpaHe. JKu3HeHHO BaXKHYIO TOMOIIb biaroTBopuTenbHbIN HOH
«XanpIk» OKa3aJl HalllUM COOTCUECTBEHHHUKAM BO BpeMsl HEIaBHEH MaHIESMHUU
COVID-19. Torma, B pa3rap Tspkelnol 00pbOBI C KOPOHABUPYCHOHN HH(EKIHEH
®ony BeIENHI CBBIIE 11 MAIITHAPIOB TEHI'e HA TPHOOpPETEHNE HEOOXOAMMOTO
MEJIUIMHCKOTO OO0OpPY/IOBaHMUS M JOPOTOCTOSIINX MEIMIIMHCKUX IpernapaTos,
ABTOMOOMJICH CKOpPOW MEIUITMHCKOW ITOMOIIMH W CPEACTB 3aIlUTHI, aIpeCHYIO
MaTepHaIbHYyI0 OMOIIb COLUUANBHO YSI3BUMBIM CIIOSM HACEJICHUS U JCHEKHbIE
BBITIATHI MEAUIIUHCKUM PAOOTHUKAM.

B 2023 roay Hapsiiy ¢ ApYyrMMH HNpPOEKTaMHU, HalleJEHHBIMU Ha MOBBIILICHHE
05IarocoCTOSTHUSI Ka3axCTaHCKUX rpaxaaH @OoHI pemmwur yaenuTh o0coboe
BHUMAaHNE HayKe, TOCKOJIbKY OHA ABJISIETCSA YacThi0 0OIIECTBEHHON KYJIbTYpPHI, a
YPOBEHbB €€ pa3BUTHUsI OIPEAEIAET YPOBEHb Pa3BUTHUS TOCYIapCTBA.

[Honnepxka doHnoM BblTycka kypHanoB HanuonanbHOM AkaneMuu Hayk
PecniyOonuku KazaxcraH, KOTOpble BXOAST B MEKIyHApOIHbIE QOHIBI Scopus U
Wos U B KOTOPBIX MYOIHKYIOTCS CTaThl OTEYECTBEHHBIX YUCHBIX, JTOKTOPAHTOB
Y MaruCTPaHTOB, a TAK)KE HAYUHBIX COTPYAHHKOB BBICIINX YYCOHBIX 3aBECICHUI
Y HAyYHO-HMCCIIEIOBATEICKUX MHCTUTYTOB HAIlled CTPAaHBI SIBISETCS HE MeHee
3HauYUMBIM BKJIa70oM DoH/a B pa3BUTHE Ka3aXCTAaHCKOTO O0IIecTBa.

C yBaxxenunem, brarorBoputeabHbiii @oHI «XambIk»!
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Abstract. The inclusion of students with special educational needs (SEN) in
the classroom with their peers is a recent development in the modern education
system that has become established in most European and Asian educational
institutions. This approach enables students with special educational needs to
participate in daily activities on an equal footing with their peers, make friends
with other students and develop a sense of belonging to the community. This
study focuses on teachers’ perceptions of inclusive education in the context of
English as a foreign language (EFL) and examines the perspectives of secondary
school English teachers in Kazakhstan on inclusive education in the English
classroom. The results of this study show that teachers’ attitudes towards
inclusion in English language teaching are generally positive. However, some of
the results were contradictory, indicating the need for more in-depth research in
this area. Furthermore, the results show that teachers working with students with
special needs need additional training and professional development.

Keywords: EFL teachers, inclusive education, special educational needs,
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Annorauusi. Epexmie Oimim Oepy KaxeTTimikrepi Oap OKyIIbIIapabl o3
KypAacTapbIMeH 0ipre oKy ChIHBIITapbiHa Kocy Eyporna MeH A3USHBIH KON TETeH OKY
OpBIHJIAPBIH/IA KAJIBINITACKAH 3aMaHayH OuTiM Oepy KYHECIHIETi COHFbI KaHAJBIK
Ooubin TabbLTaABl. Byt Tocin epekiie O611iM Oepy KaKeTTUTIKTEepiHe He OKYyIIblIapra
©31IepiHiH KYpAaCTapbIMEeH TEH AdPEKeIe KYHIEKTI ic-opeKeTTepre KaTblcyFa, e3re
OKYIIBUIAPMEH JO0CTacyFa >KOHE ©3/epiH KOFaMfa THUECLIl eKeHIIKTEepiH Ce3iHyiH
JaMbITyFaMYMKiHIIK Oepei. By3epTrey aF bIIIIbIH T MyFaTiMIepiHiH HHKITFO3UBTI
Oimim Oepyni KaObuigaynapblHa epeKkile Hazap aydapanbl xkoHe KazakcTanmarsl
KaJmbl O11iM OepeTiH OpTa MEKTENTEr1 aF bUTIIBIH TiJ1i MyFaliMIepiHiH aFbUILIBIH TiMi
cabakTapblHa WHKIIO3UBTI Oi7iM Oepyre KarblCThl EPCIEKTUBAIAPBIH 3€PTTEH/II.
Byn 3eprreynin HoTHKenepi MyFaliMAEpAiH aFbUIIBIH TUTIH OKBITY OapbIChIHIA
WHKITIO3UBTI OUmiM Oepyni KoijaHyFa JlereH Ko3KapachbIHBIH >KalIbl OH EKeHIH
KepceTTi. JlereHMeH, KelOip HOTHKeENep Kapama-KalIbl 0oJbl, Oy OChl canaja
TepeHipeK 3epTTey KakeT eKeHiH kepceTTi. COHBIMEH Karap, HOTHIKEJep epeKIle
KaXKETTUTIKTepi Oap OKyLIbUIApMEH JKYMBIC ICTEUTIH MyFajiMIEpAiH KOChIMIIa
JAMBIHBIK TICH KOCi0M JaMy/Ibl KaXKeT €TeTiHIH KOPCEeTTI.

Tyiiin ce3mep: aFbUIIIBIH TiJl MyFaliMaepi, MHKIIO3UBTI OixiM Oepy, apHaiibl
OiimM Oepy KaKeTTUTiKTepi, KaObliaayiap, Ky3bIpeTTiliK, Ka3aKCTaHIbIK OiliM Oepy
XKYHeci, opTa MEKTeITep, ayJUTOPHUSIIBIK TOKIpHOe
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AHHoTamus. BxiroueHwe ydammxcs € OCOOBIMH  00pa3oBaTeIbHBIMU
MOTPEOHOCTSIMU B 3aHATHS CO CBOMMH CBEPCTHUKAMH SIBJIICTCS TOCICIHUM
HOBOBBEJICHEM B COBPEMEHHOW CHUCTEME 00pa30BaHUs, MPUHSITON B OOJIBIIIMHCTBE
EBPOIEHCKUX U a3MaTCKUX YUCOHBIX 3aBEJACHUN. DTOT METO/l ITO3BOJISCT YUAIUMCSI
y4acTBOBATh B MOBCEIHEBHON JEATEILHOCTH HApaBHE CO CBOMMH CBEPCTHUKAMH,
MOJIPY>KUTHCS C IPYTHUMH YUAITUMKCS X 00PECTH 4yBCTBO 00IIHOCTH. COCpPeIOTOYUB
BHUMaHHE Ha BOCHPUATHUU YUYHUTEISIMH UHKJIFO3UBHOTO 00Pa30BaHUS B KOHTEKCTE
AHTIMHACKOTO SI3bIKA, 3T CTAThsI HAIPABJICHA HA U3YYCHHE TIEPCIICKTHB MHKITO3UBHOTO
00pa30BaHus yuuTeNIeH aHIIIMACKOTO I3bIKA CPETHEH IIKOJIBI B KITACCAX aHIIIUHCKOTO
si3pika B Kazaxcrane. Pe3ynbraThl 3TOT0 MCCIIEAOBAHUS ITOKA3aIl, YTO OTHOIICHUE
yuuTeNed K MHKIIO3UBHOCTH B KJlaccax AaHINIMHCKOTO $3bIKa B LIEJIOM OBLIO
MOJIOKUTEIBHBIM. OHAKO HEKOTOPBIC PE3yJbTaThl OKA3aJIUCh MPOTHBOPEYMBBIMH,
YTO yKa3bIBaJI0 HAa HEOOXOAUMOCTH OOJiee TINATEJbHBIX HCCICIOBAHUN B 3TOH
obmactu. Kpome TOro, MccienoBaHMs MOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO TEJArord, paboTarolue
CO MIKOJILHUKAMHU C OCOOBIMH IOTPEOHOCTSIMH, HYXIAIOTCS B JIOTIOJHUTEIBHOM
MOJITOTOBKE U MOBBIIICHUN KBATHU(DUKAIIIH.

KuroueBble cj10Ba: yuuTellss aHIIMKACKOTO S13bIKa, MHKIIIO3MBHOE 00pa30BaHue,
0co0bIe 00pa3oBaTebHBIC TOTPEOHOCTH, IPHUEMBI, KOMIICTEHTHOCTb, Ka3aXCTaHCKasl
crcremMa o0pa3oBaHusi, 001Ie00pa30BaTEIbHBIC KO, AyAUTOPHBIH OIBIT

Introduction
Nowadays there are more and more students with SEN in almost every
classroom, but there seem to be a number of difficulties. In this context,
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Ainscow states that due to reasons such as inadequate learning environments
for students with special educational needs, lack of resources and teacher time,
and a lack of in-depth knowledge that should be acquired through professional
development courses or specialised training, special educational needs students
and their learning needs seem to be ignored more often than they are taken into
account by teachers (Ainscow, 2000). Furthermore, Riehl states that students
with special educational needs do not receive adequate attention due to teachers'
unfavourable attitudes and are therefore underrepresented in educational
initiatives, which has negative consequences for special education (Riehl, 2000).
According to Schein, these consequences lead to some serious problems that can
occur in EFL classes when students with SEN acquire knowledge (Schein, 2001).
These include the lack of teacher training required to work with SEN students,
teacher attitudes, and inferior curricula and teaching techniques that disregard
the abilities of SEN students. In this context, it is important to note that a few
studies on inclusive education have been conducted in Kazakhstan. However,
there is very little information on inclusion in the foreign language classroom,
although teachers’ perceptions and attitudes towards inclusion have a significant
impact on student achievement (Strathern, 2000). Therefore, the main aim of this
study is to investigate the perceptions of secondary school English teachers in
South Kazakhstan towards inclusive education in foreign language classrooms.
Since teachers are the main stakeholders in inclusive education (Armstrong
& Barton, 2007), it is important to investigate their attitudes in order to get an
accurate picture of the theoretical and practical aspects of inclusive education.
As teachers were the target group of this study, the current study paid particular
attention to teachers’ perceptions of how inclusive education is implemented in
the EFL context. Therefore, the following research question was posed in this
study: How do teachers perceive inclusive education in the English classroom?

Materials and methods

The participants in this study came from three secondary schools in Kazakhstan,
mainly from the southern region of the country. The sample consisted of 15
English teachers aged between 31 and 55 years.

Instruments, techniques and data analysis: Two surveys were used in this
study. The surveys used a three-point Likert scale with the options “agree”,
“partially agree” and “disagree”.

The surveys asked for information on gender and age. The questionnaires
contained 17 questions (9 questions in the 1st questionnaire and 8 questions in the
2nd questionnaire) for teachers who teach English to students with disabilities.
The survey used items adapted from the article “Teaching English Language
to Children with Special Educational Needs” by Padueran. All questions were
asked in English as all participants in the study were fluent in English.

A written informed consent form was given to the headteachers and teachers
outlining all the details of the study. Teachers were informed that the survey
was voluntary and anonymous. Since only a three-point Likert scale was used
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in the present study to indicate whether teachers agreed, partially agreed, or
disagreed with the survey items, a descriptive analysis of the data was conducted,
which provided the researcher with the frequency of each of the corresponding
assertions.

Results and Discussion

This section presents the research findings on teachers' attitudes and perceptions
of inclusive EFL classrooms. After analysing the data, two categories emerged,
namely teachers' perceptions of inclusion in general and teachers' attitudes
towards students with special educational needs, particularly in EFL classrooms.
The results of the study show that teachers are generally positive about inclusive
education and that they are consistently in favour of the inclusion of students with
SEN in their English lessons, which is described in detail below.

The majority of teachers (71.3 %) partially agreed with the statement that they
always encourage students with disabilities to participate in class, while only
one teacher disagreed and only 19.7 % of teachers fully agreed. In addition, the
majority of teachers (72 %) stated that students with SEN often participate in pair
or group work in their lessons, while 24.9 % of teachers partially agreed. Only one
teacher disagreed with the majority of teachers (69.8 %) that they always develop
special activities for students with SEN in their lessons when it comes to creating
special activities and tasks for these students.

Furthermore, 91.2 % of teachers stated that they support SEN students
when they feel excluded from lessons. In addition, all teachers agreed that they
consistently encourage students with SEN to actively participate in lessons and
never exclude them from lessons. The majority of teachers (71 %) stated that they
endeavour to make the curriculum as effective as possible for students with SEN,
while 28% only partially agreed with this point. Furthermore, all teachers agreed
with the statement that they always do their best to give a clear explanation to a
student with special needs.

The results also showed that the majority of teachers (85 %) said they were
willing to help their students learn, while the minority (15 %) only partially
agreed. Similarly, 73.3 % of teachers partially agreed with the statement that they
are familiar with the family circumstances of students with special needs in their
class and frequently liaise with parents. Finally, more than half of teachers (68 %)
indicated that they make an effort to promote inclusion in their classroom, while
only 32 % of teachers completely agreed with this item. The results are shown in

Table 1.
Table 1 — Teacher perceptions of teaching students with SEN

ITEM QUESTION AGREE | PARTIALLY AGREE [DISAGREE
No. (%) (%) (%)
I frequently devise unique and captivating assignments | 21 72.8 6.2
1 |and activities for my inclusive classes.
I reassure pupils with SEN that they are welcome to 85.4 14.6 /
2 |get in touch with me at any time if they feel upset or
isolated.
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I strive to encourage students with SEN to engage in 100 / /
3 class and I never exclude them from school community.

I constantly strive to provide my students with SEN 63 37 /
4 |with new information in a way that they can easily

understand it.

I always attempt to provide the best response when 100 / /
5 |a student with SEN asks me for a clarification or

explanation.
6 |A student with SEN has my full support. 82 18 /
7 |l encourage my colleagues to assist pupils with SEN. 85 15 /

[ frequently collaborate with parents of my 14 74 12
8 Istudents with SEN, so I am quite familiar with their

circumstances.
9 |l try my hardest to promote diversity in my classroom. 63 37 /

In the second category, almost the same number of teachers agreed (49 %) or
partly agreed (51 %) that English lessons are too demanding for students with SEN.
The same applies to teachers' beliefs about the benefits of teaching English to SEN
students. Although a significant proportion of teachers (51 %) stated that they did not
find it difficult to teach English to students with SEN, 28 % only partially agreed with
this point. While a minority of teachers (31 %) disagreed, the majority of educators
(69 %) partially agreed that students with SEN understand well and can complete all
required tasks effectively.

Next, 35 % of teachers fully agreed with the statement that students with SEN
would benefit from learning English in a different environment, while 47 % of
teachers partially agreed. Meanwhile, all teachers admitted that they were pleased
with the academic progress of their SEN students. Finally, the majority of teachers
(78 %) indicated that they need a lot of time to prepare a lesson plan and materials
and adapt them to meet the needs of all students, including students with SEN,
although more than half of the teachers (55 %) indicated that inclusive education is
very beneficial for students with SEN. The results are presented in Table 2.

Table 2 — Teachers’ attitudes towards pupils with SEN in EFL

ITEM | QUESTION AGREE | PARTIALLY | DISAGREE
No. (%) AGREE (%) | (%)
1 |Ibelieve that pupils with SEN would find the English 42 38 20
lesson too challenging.
2 | I have no issues instructing students with SEN. 51 28 21

I believe that students with SEN are capable of learning
3 | and understanding the material covered in English 8 58 34
language classes.

I believe that teaching English to students with SEN in a

4 | different setting would be preferable. 43 45 12
When I see students with SEN making progress in their

5 | English-language acquisition, I feel highly delighted and 100 / /
gratified.
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6 |1 believe that students with SEN frequently interfere with / 59 41
English classes.

7 |1 believe that students with SEN benefit from inclusive 55 36 9
education.

It takes a lot of time and effort to develop a unique
8 |[syllabus for students with SEN and to alter customary 78 22 /
classroom procedures.

Thus, the main aim of the survey was to investigate the perceptions of English
teachers in secondary schools in South Kazakhstan regarding the inclusion of
students with disabilities. The results of the study are then discussed further.

This section discusses the results of the analysis in relation to teachers’ perceptions
of teaching students with SEN. Analysing the responses to the survey items
revealed both patterns and differences in the responses of individual participants.
All participants agreed that students with SEN were included in EFL lessons when
asked about the inclusion of students with SEN in lessons. However, there were
some differences when it came to the active participation of pupils with SEN in
classroom activities. Most teachers indicated that they needed to spend a lot of time
encouraging students with SEN to actively participate in all phases of the lesson
and that this was done regularly by inviting students with SEN to participate in pair
and group work. Similar conclusions were reached in Ferguson's study, in which
Romanian L2 English teachers felt that students with special needs slowed down the
pace of the whole class and were the reason why teachers could not keep up with
curriculum topics (Ferguson, 2008). Although the teachers in this study claimed to
include students with special needs, it is likely that this actually happens less often
than they think, given the time constraints.

Teachers frequently stated that they endeavour to support and inspire students
with special needs and to teach them new content in the most effective way possible.
They also added that they support inclusion in the EFL classroom and encourage
other students to help them. When it came to working with parents of students with
special needs, teachers were less unanimous. According to Hay, it is necessary
for teachers and parents of children with SEN to work together as a team in the
classroom to make inclusion successful (Hay, 2012). However, the results of our
study suggest that this co-operation appears to be somewhat lacking in our case.
Again, teachers are not able to create differentiated content and tasks for students
with SEN, probably due to a lack of time (Makhalemele, 2011).

Furthermore, the majority of teachers were found to consider the English
curriculum too difficult for students with SEN. A significant proportion also agreed
or partially agreed that it would be beneficial for them to learn English in a different
setting, but the majority were in favour of inclusion, which is a contradiction. All
teachers were sympathetic to the progress of SEN students. Many teachers indicated
that it took them a lot of time and effort to develop an appropriate plan and programme
for students with SEN, although teachers' opinions of their ability to teach students
with SEN were generally positive.
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The data analysis shows some intriguing results, particularly when it comes to
how challenging the curriculum is. Due to the level of difficulty faced by students
with SEN, it is likely that students' needs are not being met, leading to questioning
the level of genuine EFL skills (Donohue & Bornman, 2014). Teachers also cited lack
of time as a problem in creating an appropriate programme for students with SEN.
Although teachers were in favour of including students with SEN in the classroom,
there were some conflicting opinions among teachers, suggesting a need for further
research.

To summarise, the findings regarding the need for teacher competence in working
with students with SEN are consistent with the findings of previous studies in
Kazakhstan. In particular, Rollan concluded that teachers need more training to work
with students with special needs (Rollan & Somerton, 2021). Teachers also lacked
some of the professional skills and confidence required for successful inclusion.

Conclusion

To summarise, inclusive education in Kazakhstan is mentioned in a number of
legal acts, but work on its practical implementation has not yet been completed.
Although the aim of this study was to focus on the general perception of inclusion
in English language teaching, the findings revealed a number of specific elements
relevant to this topic. The results of this study show that teachers are generally
favourable towards inclusion. However, some contradictory viewpoints also
emerged. For example, there were discrepancies in the way SEN students'
participation in classroom activities was perceived. Whilst some teachers felt
that the introduction of new materials and tasks was relatively inadequate, others
had a different view on the subject.

Teachers were pleased that their SEN students excelled in their EFL lessons,
but most of them felt that the curriculum was too demanding for these students
and that they would do better in an alternative learning environment. Teachers
also felt that it would take too long to develop a unique plan and curriculum and
that they would need additional training to deal with the learning difficulties
of students with learning disabilities. Thus, the results of this study indicate
that language teachers working with students with special needs need further
training and a re-evaluation of how effectively these students can follow the EFL
curriculum.

The very small sample size of participants and schools in this study is one of
its weaknesses, which points to the need for future studies with larger sample
sizes. In addition, the use of a longer Likert scale in the study would provide
more detailed and thorough results. The results also suggest the need for further
studies on inclusive practises in Kazakh schools and improvement of the already
existing system of inclusive education for teaching English in secondary schools.
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