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POLYVINYLPYRROLIDONE-FERROCYANIDE CATALYSTS
FOR CYCLOHEXANE OXIDATION

Abstract. Catalysts for cyclohexane oxidation are developed. Polymer-ferrocyanide catalysts fixed on various
mineral supports are prepared by the adsorption method. Properties of synthesized catalysts are studied in
cyclohexane oxidation with hydrogen peroxide. Reaction is carried out under mild conditions: at 40 °C and
atmospheric pressure. All prepared polymer-metal catalysts supported on inorganic substrates are active in the
process of cyclohexane oxidation.

Polymer-metal complex fixed on alumosilicate Siral-20 shows 14% more activity than the system fixed on
Siral-40. However selectivity of catalyst 5% Ky4[Fe(CN)s] -PVP/Siral-40 is much higher. Under equal conditions, its
selectivity for cyclohexanone is 83.4%, whereas selectivity for cyclohexanone of 5% K4[Fe(CN)s]-PVP/Siral-20 is
only 61.7%. Catalyst fixed on y-Al,O; demonstrates less activity (25.5%) and selectivity than aluminum silicates
(cyclohexanone : cyclohexanol ratio is 1.2 : 1). At the same time, with a sufficiently high selectivity for
cyclohexanone (70.4%), 5% K4[Fe(CN)q]-PVP/SiO, shows the conversion which is only 17.2%.

The effect of acidic properties of carrier surface on selectivity is studied. It is established that the nature of
support (acidic properties of surface) has a significant effect on activity and selectivity of synthesized catalysts.

Polyvinylpyrrolidone-ferrocyanide complex 5%Ky[Fe(CN)¢]-PVP/Siral-40 exhibits the best catalytic properties.
The conversion of cyclohexane is 42.9%, selectivity for cyclohexanone is 83.4% and cyclohexanone : cyclohexanol
ratio is 5: 1.

Key words: polyvinylpyrrolidone, ferrocyanide catalyst, cyclohexane, oxidation, cyclohexanol, cyclohexanone,
selectivity.

Introduction

Liquid phase cyclohexane oxidation is an industrially significant process [1,2]. Partial cyclohexane
oxidation products - cyclohexanol and cyclohexanone - are used to produce caprolactam, adipic acid,
polyamide fibers, nylon-6 and nylon-66 [3.4].

In industry cyclohexane is oxidized by atmospheric oxygen over homogeneous catalytic systems at
high temperatures and pressures using toxic solvents. Cobalt, copper, and manganese salts are used as
catalysts [5]. At temperatures above 423 K and oxygen pressure up to 3.0 MPa conversion of cyclohexane
is 4-15%, selectivity for the sum of cyclohexanone and cyclohexanol is 80-85% [6]. It is quite difficult to
carry out reaction of cyclohexane oxidation selectively to cyclohexanol and cyclohexanone which are
intermediate products [7-9] of the process.

Selectivity of cyclohexanol and cyclohexanone formation decreases as the degree of initial substance
conversion into products rises, therefore in industrial processes in order to increase selectivity it is
required to strictly control conversion. In this regard, increasing selectivity of cyclohexanol and
cyclohexanone formation with increase in conversion of cyclohexane is a very important challenges of
catalysis [10,11].

The problem of saturated hydrocarbons oxidation is associated with high energy consumption for C —
H and C — C bonds breaking. In nature reactions of various hydrocarbons oxidation easily proceed with
participation of enzymes capable to oxidize with high activity and selectivity non-activated C — H bonds
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of hydrocarbons [12—15]. In natural oxygenates hem-iron complex of protoporphyrin plays the role of
active center. The iron-porphyrin complex is similar to the complex found in oxygen carriers, hemoglobin
and myoglobin, as well as in catalase and peroxidase enzymes.

The increased catalytic activity and selectivity of enzymes initiated research aimed on the
development of highly efficient catalysts that act like biocatalysts [16-18].

Polymer-metal complexes exhibit high activity and selectivity in oxidation processes. A very
promising is use of synthetic nitrogen-containing polymers, which easily form complexes with metal ions,
to create catalytic systems [19]. To increase stability with repeated use of catalytic systems, polymer-metal
complexes are applied on organic or inorganic supports [20, 21]. Such systems in many cases combine the
advantages of both homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysts [22].

Despite the good catalytic properties of polymer-metal complexes on inorganic supports in various
processes of organic synthesis, there are very few studies on their characteristics and use in cycloalkane
oxidation reactions. Therefore development of new heterogeneous catalysts based on soluble polymer-
metal complexes is of great interest for the processes of cyclohexane oxidation.

To create catalytic systems it is preferable to use nitrogen-containing polymers that easily form
complexes with metal ions. One of them is water and ethanol soluble polymer of N-vinylpyrrolidone -
polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP). PVP is highly hydrophilic, has a clear tendency to form complexes and good
adhesive properties [23, 24]. Among the important properties of this polymer is its non-toxicity.

Catalytic activity of polyvinylpyrrolidone-ferrocyanide complexes fixed on inorganic supports is
investigated in the present work. The effect of acidic properties of carrier surface on selectivity of
cyclohexane oxidation is studied.

Methods

Polymer-ferrocyanide catalysts were prepared by adsorption method based by deposition of 5% of the
active phase on substrate mass. Alumosilicates (Siral-40 with content of SiO, 40% and Siral-20 with SiO,
content 20%), SiO, and y-Al,O; were used as carriers. Polyvinylpyrrolidone with a molecular weight of
15,000 was used as a macromolecular modifier.

To assess the effectiveness of poly-N-vinylpyrrolidone-ferrocyanide catalyst in oxidation reaction
twice distilled chemically pure cyclohexane was used. Purity of substrate was checked by method of
chromatography and according to the refraction index. Concentration of substrate in the experiments was
2.710° mole/l. 40% solution of hydrogen peroxide was used as oxidizing agent. As a solvent it was used
twice distilled chemically pure acetonitrile.

An aqueous solution of polyvinylpyrrolidone containing 0.0522 g of polymer in 5 ml of water was
added to the aqueous suspension of carrier (0.5 g of oxide or aluminosilicate in 5 ml of water) at room
temperature with constant stirring. Mixture was stirred by magnetic stirrer for 2 hours, after that water
solution of potassium ferrocyanide (0.1728 g of salt in 5 ml of water) was added. The resulting system was
vigorously stirred for 3 hours, and then left in the mother liquor for 10 hours. The precipitate was washed
with a 10-fold volume of water, dried and stored in air at room temperature.

Cyclohexane oxidation was carried out in a laboratory unit (Fig. 1) under mild conditions: at 40 °C
and atmospheric pressure.

Cooling 4
3" E

To thermostat

|

Figure 1 - Volumetric oxidation unit: 1 — thermostatic reactor, 2 — magnetic stirrer,
3 — oxidizer dosing device, 4 — cooler, 5 — measuring burette, 6 — equalizer

— 3 ——
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A portion of catalyst (0.03 g) was introduced into the reaction vessel with 1.2 ml of acetonitrile. Next,
cyclohexane (0.3 ml) and hydrogen peroxide were introduced in the form of 30% aqueous solution, taken
in threefold excess with respect to substrate. The reaction mixture was stirred with magnetic stirrer.
Oxidation was carried out at 313 K and atmospheric pressure. Reaction mixture was analyzed
chromatography after certain periods of time. The amount of released oxygen was determined by
volumetric method.

Cyclohexane and products of its oxidation were analyzed by LHM-80M chromatograph with flame
ionization detector in isothermal mode. Stainless steel column with length of 3 m and internal diameter of
3 mm was filled with N/W-DMCS chromaton with active phases of 15% Apiezon-L and 3% Carbowax-
20M.

Results and discussion

Synthesized catalysts were studied in reaction of cyclohexane oxidation with hydrogen peroxide.
Cyclohexane oxidation is carried out according to the scheme below. Oxygen, which is formed during
decomposition of H,O,, is emitted as a gas, and a part of it is consumed for oxidation of cyclohexane:

1 )clohexane . .
H,0, > H,0+ 502 —Gdohexane_y Oxidation products

Formation of oxygen-containing compounds — cyclohexanol (-ol) and cyclohexanone (-one) takes
place according to reaction:

OH O
Q1. " o

Calculated amount of oxygen required for oxidation of 1 mole of cyclohexane is 0.75 mole.
The results of cyclohexane oxidation on synthesized systems are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 - Yield of cyclohexane oxidation* with H,O, products on catalysts 5% K4[Fe(CN)4] -PVP/support

Catalysts Reaction products, % Conversion, Selectivity,%
-ol -one % -ol -one
5% K4 [Fe(CN)g]-PVP/Siral-40 35,8 7,1 42,9 83,4 16,6
5% K4 [Fe(CN)g]- PVP /Siral-20 30,9 19,2 50,1 61,7 38,3
5% K4 [Fe(CN)g]- PVP /y-ALO; 13,7 11,8 25,5 54,9 45,1
5% K4 [Fe(CN)4]- PVP /SiO, 12,1 5,1 17,2 70,4 29,6

* Reaction conditions: solvent — acetonitrile, T = 313K, P =1 atm.

1) oxide + ?% %

polymer

oxide

2) + Me " E oxide

oxide

Figure 2 - Scheme of supported polymer-metal complex formation
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As can be seen from the data in table, despite the fact that the polymer-metal complex fixed on Siral-
20 shows 14% more activity than the system fixed on Siral-40, selectivity of the latter is much higher.
Thus, on 5% K4[Fe(CN)s] -PVP/Siral-40 catalyst, selectivity for cyclohexanone is 83.4%, whereas for
polymer-metal complex fixed on Siral-20 it is only 61.7%. Catalyst supported by y-Al,O; shows less
activity (25.5%) and selectivity than aluminum silicates (cyclohexanone : cyclohexanol ratio is 1.2 : 1). At
the same time, with a sufficiently high selectivity for cyclohexanone (70.4%) on 5% Ku4[Fe(CN)g] -
PVP/Si0O,, conversion is only 17.2%.

Apparently, high selectivity for aldehyde of the process on catalyst supported on Siral-40 is associated
with formation of active centers with participation of polymer ligands that contribute to the specific
orientation of substrate (Fig. 2), possibly due to the hydrophobic interaction of cyclohexane with
macromolecular chains of PVP (“hydrophobic pocket” in metal-enzymes).

It can be stated that the strength of polymer-carrier bond is determined by high donor capacity of
nitrogen atom in polymer structure and by cooperative nature of polymer chain segments interaction with
the carrier. Degree of acidity of the surface of carrier plays an important role in adsorption of PVP, since
this polymer has a nitrogen-containing functional group capable of interacting with acid sites. According
to traditional concepts, aluminosilicate has the greatest degree of acidity, and, therefore, a stronger bond
PVP - adsorbent forms on this support. As is known, the concept of acid-base bond on the surface of
mineral carriers is due to existence of Lewis and Brensted acid-base centers. These centers serve to adsorb
the molecules of various adsorbates. Irreversible adsorption of polymers takes place in the phase of
inorganic carrier, which is very important for formation of strongly bonded polymer-metal complexes. In
addition, Siral-40 has higher specific surface area (420 m*/g) in comparison with other carriers.

Conclusions

New catalysts based on polymer-ferrocyanide complexes fixed on mineral supports have been
developed for the process of cyclohexane oxidation with hydrogen peroxide. It was established that all
prepared polymer-metal catalysts supported on inorganic substrates are active in cyclohexane oxidation.

Like biomimetic systems, these catalysts exhibit high activity and selectivity in cyclohexane oxidation
under mild conditions. The nature of support affects activity and selectivity of synthesized catalysts. It was
established that the acidic properties of the carriers’ surface significantly affect selectivity of oxidation
process.

The most selective for cyclohexanone is polyvinylpyrrolidone-ferrocyanide complex fixed on
aluminosilicate with 40% of SiO, (conversion is 42.9%, cyclohexanone : cyclohexanol ratio is 5: 1).
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OEPPOIIMAHUATI NOJIMBUHUJIITUPPOJINIOH-KATAJINU3ATOPJIAPBIHBIH
OUKJIIOI'EKCAHJIA TOTBIFYbI

AnHoTanusi. [[ukinorekcanapl TOTBIKTBIPYFA apHAIFAH KaTalu3aTopiap AallblHIAIAbL. OpPTYpii MHUHEPAIIbI
nmouMepeppPOIIMaHUATI TaChIMANIIAFBIIITapFa OEKITUITeH KaTaau3aTopiap aaCcOpOIUIIBIK OMICTICH TalbIHIAIb.
CHHTE3/IeNIreH KaTaln3aTopiap HUKIOTeKCAHHBIH CyTeri KOC TOTHIFBIMEH TOTHIKTHIPY PEaKLUsIIAPbIHAA 3€PTTEII.
TOTHIKTHIPY KYMCaK karaaiina (maprrapaa), seau 40°C-ta xoHe aTMochepitik KpichiMa Kyprizingi. HoTwmxkecinne
OapibplK  JadBIHAAIFAH — MOJUMEPMETANAbl  KaTanu3artopiapiblH — (OeHopraHMKaNBIK — TachIMAJAFbIIITApA)
IUKJIOT€KCaHHBIH TOTHIFY MPOLECiHe OeICeHAIIITi apTaThIHBI AaHBIKTAIIBI.

Siral-40 TaceIMayIaFbIIBIHIA JalbIHAAIFaH —Karanu3aTopra KaparaHnma Siral-20  amoMocHIIMKaThIHAA
JAfbIHAATFaH TTOMMEPMETANABIK KeleHaepain Oencennimiri 14%-ra xorapel 5% Ky[Fe(CN)y]-IIBI1/1/Siral-40

— 34 ——
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KaTaln3aTOPBIHBIH ITMKJIOTEKCAH OOWBIHINA CENeKTHBTLNIr: aifrapmeiktaid xorapel. Cebebi 5% Ky[Fe(CN)gl-
MBII[/Siral-20-qa nmkiaorekcan Oo#bIHIIA ceTeKTHBTLIK 61,7% TeH OonmFaHOa CoMKeciHINe OCHI JKargaimapia
(Siral-40 xaranmusatopsiHna) ceneKTHBTIMK 83,4% xypahmpl. y- Al,Os-Ta naiiblHOanFaH KaTalu3aTOpIIapablH
Oencenniniri amroMocunukarrapra (25,5%) kaparanga temen (OH:0JI=1,2:1). Ocw yakbitta 5% K4[Fe(CN)gl-
[BITJ/SiO,

Karanuzaropsinna uukinorekcanubiy —cenektustimiri  (70,4%) xorapel, kouBepcus 17,2%  Kypaiinsl
TaceiManaarein OCTiHIH KBIIIKBUIABIK KACHETIHIH IPOIECC CEeJICKTUBTUIINIHE ocepi 3eprrenmi. HoTwkecinme
TaChIMAJIJIAFBIII TAOWFATHIHBIH (OCTIHIH KBIIIKBUIABIK KACHETI) CHHTE3JCNITCH KaTalnu3aTopiiap OCJICeHIUTrT MeH
CeJIEKTHUBTLIITiHEe alTapibIKTai acep ererinairi anbikTanabl. Ky Fe(CN)g]-TIBI1/1/Siral-40 noauBHHUANUPPOIUAOH —
(heppolMaHUITI KENICH OTE >KOFaphl KaTAMTHUKAJBIK KacweT Kepcerenmi. LluknorekcaHHbH KoHBepcHsichl 42,9%,
OH:0OJI=5:1 apakaTeIHACBIH/IA IIMKJIOTEKCAHHBIH CEIEKTUBTLIIT 83,4% TeH.
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